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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


British National Party leaders are gnashing their teeth 
in the face of the barrage of anti-fascist literature that 
has hit them over the last month. Details of the criminal 
convictions of BNP members standing in next month's 
local elections was not the pre-election publicity that 
they had wanted. Where less than a year ago local 
media gave the BNP a virtually free run, now articles are 
exposing them for the conmen they are. 

In the BNP election target areas of Bradford, Burnley, 
Oldham, Tipton and Bexley anti-fascist organisations 
are out leafleting. Local people have looked at the 
BNP’s claims on issues such as asylum seekers, 
mosques and the supposed allocation of council 
funding to “Asian” areas and produced literature 
exposing the tissue of lies on which the BNP is fighting 
its campaign. They have shown that the old Nazi 
technique of the big lie is much alive in the BNP. 

The BNP’s main strategy is to divide communities on 
racial lines. Much is running in its favour, not least that 
it has adopted a populist anti-Muslim ticket in a period, 
post-11 September, when anti-Muslim feeling is 
running high. It has tried to portray itself as the 
champion of the white working class, which it argues is 
losing out to preferential treatment for Muslims. 
The fact that the labour and trade union movement is 
playing such a key role in the fight-back is heartening. 
Some trades councils have been putting out their own 
literature as well as working with established groups. 
There can be no doubt that there is a new enthusiasm 
among anti-fascists for the first time since the 
disturbances in the Northwest last summer. 

This month’s Searchlight is very much a campaigning 
edition reflecting the wave of anti-fascist activism. How 
do we know that we are having an effect on the BNP’s 
election campaign? Because the fascists have spent 
much of the last month producing literature attacking 
the Anti Nazi League, intimidating local anti-fascists 
when they are out leafleting and even telephoning the 
Searchlight office to complain. Instead of canvassing 
the BNP has been hurriedly gathering copies of the 
many different local anti-fascist leaflets believing it is 
illegal to produce material that attacks its candidates. 
Well, the BNP is wrong and anti-fascists will be out 
leafleting right up until polling day on 2 May. If you 
want to become involved turn to page 8. 
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by Nick Lowles 


he British National Party is fighting a desperate 
battle to prevent details of the criminals within 
its Oldham branch from being made public. 
Threats of legal action, abusive phone calls and 
outright lies are all part of the BNP response to 
The Oldhamer, the publication produced by Searchlight 
in collaboration with Oldham United Against Racism. 

Local BNP organiser Mick Treacy has attempted to 
dismiss the revelations about BNP criminality as trivial 
convictions dating back 20 years. He has refused to 
comment on the much more recent convictions of 
leading activists within his organisation and yet more 
who are awaiting trial on riot charges. 

The publication of The Oldhamer caused a storm 
even before a single issue had been distributed. 
The disclosure that supporters of Oldham BNP include a 
convicted drug dealer, football hooligans banned from 
every ground in the country and common criminals has 
hit local and national headlines. The Oldham Evening 
Chronicle, The Times, The Guardian and BBC North West 
all carried details of the leaflet. 

The BNP reacted with predictable fury. In a letter sent 
to the national newspapers, the party’s press officer, 
Stuart Russell, even claimed that none of the five men 
named in the leaflet were BNP members. This included 
Mick Treacy, the local BNP organiser, parliamentary 
candidate in the 2001 general election and, as of last 
month, a paid party official. 

The papers are standing firm against BNP threats of 
going to the Press Complaints Commission. Rather than 
answer the charges directly, the BNP hopes that if it 
bullies and harasses journalists, they will be less 
inclined to repeat such stories. 
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BNP in denial 


This has become an increasingly frequent tactic used 
by the BNP. When The Mirror revealed that last year's 
party rally was held in a Conservative Club in Oldham 
the journalist received over 30 complaints, abusive 
phone calls and emails in a coordinated attempt to 
intimidate her. More recently, BNP members were 
encouraged to send emails under different names to the 
BBC complaining about the Under the Skin 
investigation into the BNP broadcast last November. 

The papers have been encouraged to stand firm by the 
news that the complainant had even lied about his own 
name. As Searchlight readers will know, Phil Edwards, 
the BNP press officer, is actually Stuart Russell. 

Within hours of the story about The Oldhamer breaking, 
the Searchlight office was inundated with abusive phone 
calls, a threatening fax and emails. One fax even claimed 
that Searchlight would be sued for libel. Our lawyers sat 
poised all day but, as usual, no writ appeared. 

Treacy and the BNP are justifiably worried that the 
truth about Oldham BNP will reach voters. While as 
many as one third of all men in Britain acquire criminal 
records during their life, no other party has such a 
concentration of criminals especially one that stands for 
public office on a law and order platform. 

A recent leaflet announcing Treacy as the BNP 
candidate in the Hollinwood ward of Oldham played 
heavily on law and order. “Elected BNP councillors will 
push for greater police powers in Hollinwood,” his 
address announced. “BNP councillors will push for a 
policy of ‘zero tolerance’ for criminal offenders. Even if 
police and courts won't take effective action, we will name 
and shame repeat offenders and press for the eviction of 
drug dealers and estate wreckers. We will campaign for 
the re-introduction of corporal punishment such as 
birching for vandals and anti-social petty criminals.” 

Voters will soon decide whether Treacy and 
his BNP friends are self-haters or just plain 
hypocrites. 

Oldham BNP has adopted a twin-track 
strategy. On the public side it condemns 
violence, the riots and the role of racist gangs 
from out of town trying to whip up racial 
tensions. Privately, it recognises that an increase 
in such tensions can only help the party’s 
electoral fortunes. No wonder it happily allows 
football hooligans and Combat 18 thugs to be 
active members of the branch. 

At one branch meeting, held on 29 July 2001 at 
the Star Inn, Failsworth, BNP regional organiser 
Chris Jackson asked the audience if anyone had 
been arrested during the summer disturbances. 
Four people put up their hands. A round of 
applause rang out in appreciation. 

Six months later, Jackson ran a BNP stall at a 
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Combat 18 social in the town. Several of the 180-strong 
audience were regulars at Oldham BNP functions. 

The five BNP supporters named in The Oldhamer 
were Mick Treacy, Dave Probert, John Shearer, John Hill 
and Kevin Gough. 

Searchlight now names another five with criminal 
convictions and football hooligan connections: 
John Butler (convicted with Probert for sending excreta 
through the post), Robert Bennett (lifelong criminal), 
Andy Rhodes (football hooligan), Martin Fielding 
(C18 thug and football hooligan) and Chris Jackson 
(former football hooligan and friend of C18). 

Just how many social undesirables are there in 
Oldham BNP? Searchlight aims to find out. 


Searchlight challenges 
Oldham BNP 


The BNP has always denied that its supporters had any 
role in instigating the riots in Oldham last summer. It has 
even stated that if this were ever proved then it would 
' disband its local branch. Searchlight issues a challenge 
to the BNP... put up or shut up. 

Early next year a trial will begin of 12 white people on 
charges relating to 26 May 2001, the day of the Oldham 
riot. Most of the 12 are charged with riot and racially 
aggravated assault after it is alleged that they ran down 
Roundthorn Road attacking the homes of Asian people. 
It is widely accepted that it was this incident that sparked 
off the Asian riots in Glodwick a short while later. 

The BNP has always questioned the role and even the 
existence of this white group and the provocative 
presence of party leader Nick Griffin and Mike Treacy 
when they linked up with a Combat 18 and football 
hooligan gang earlier on the same day. Its propaganda 
has always claimed that the Oldham disturbances were 
simply unprovoked Asian violence. 

Searchlight challenges the BNP to keep its word and 
disband if anyone found guilty at this trial is proved to 
have BNP links. 


Mick Treacy 


Kevin Gough 
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five 
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by Nick Lowles 


he Black Country is perfect British National 
Party territory, economically depressed and 
with a long history of local racism. So it is no 
surprise to find the BNP targeting Sandwell and 
Dudley in next month's local elections. 

The two councils lie at the heart of the Black Country, 
a region that was once considered the engine room of 
the Industrial Revolution. Those days are gone and mass 
closures have left the scars on the landscape. Sandwell 
ranks as the seventh poorest council in Britain, the 
fourth outside London. Unemployment is well above 
the national average and over a quarter of the jobless 
have been out of work for more a year. 

The region also has a strong history of racism, 
best known through the late Enoch Powell, who 
still commands a considerable local following. 
The National Front achieved its best parliamentary 
result in the 1970s when it polled 16% in a by-election 
in West Bromwich in 1973. 

This year the BNP is targeting Sandwell and Dudley. 
Its main target ward in Sandwell is Tipton Green where, 
in May 2000, a BNP candidate polled 23% of the vote. 
The previous year the same candidate gained 17%. 
It seems almost certain that the BNP will also target the 
neighbouring ward of Princes End and perhaps Great 
Bridge, where in 2000 the BNP attracted a 13% vote. 

The BNP campaign has been significantly assisted by 


the news that three of the young British men arrested 
in Afghanistan came from Tipton. Two were related 
to Labour councillors, including Syeda Khatun, a 
councillor for Tipton Green. 

The BNP has played heavily on this. It claims that these 
young men were previously active with a local Asian 
gang and were recruited through the local mosque. 
It accuses the Labour council of responsibility because 
of its alleged failure to crack down on Asian criminals 
and its support for this and other mosques. 

Its “Tipton Taliban” campaign has included a petition 
calling for councillors linked to the three men to be 
sacked. BNP literature claims that 1,200 people have so 
far signed the petition. 

While it is Tipton Green ward that has been the focus 
for BNP activity for several years, Princes End might 
offer the party a better chance. It is a virtually all-white 
ward, unlike Tipton Green where a quarter of the 
electorate is Asian. 

The BNP campaign is being coordinated by John 
Salvage. He is a relative newcomer to the party who only 
joined after most of the old branch, including the former 
BNP candidate, walked out in an internal feud. Salvage 
is assisted by Nigel Avery, another relative newcomer to 
the party. 

However, despite the propaganda bonanza offered by 
the arrest of the three men, the BNP will have an uphill 
struggle to match the high vote of 2000. The local BNP is 
not as competent or organised as the BNP branch of the 
late 1990s and has fewer activists at its disposal. To make 
up for this, the BNP intends to hold a national day of 
action in Tipton some time in April. 

Salvage has also been unable to build up the strong 
local following achieved by Steve Edwards, the 
candidate in 2000. News that Edwards might stand in 
Tipton Green for a rival right-wing party (see article 
opposite) has caused outrage within the BNP. “Watch 
out — Tory vote-splitters about”, was the headline in the 
latest BNP paper. That a third of a page is given over to 
the attack on Edwards reflects the concern within the 
party over an Edwards candidature. 

The BNP will also face a series of independent 
candidates who could split the anti-Labour vote. 
The independent slate includes Matt Beckley (Tipton 
Green), and Fred Perry (Great Bridge) and an so far 
unannounéed candidate in Princes End. Perry is the 
sitting Labour councillor who was recently deselected 
by the party. 

Simon Darby is likely to stand in Castle & Priory 
ward in neighbouring Dudley council. In 2000 he 
polled 16%, which in any other circumstances would 
have been a major breakthrough, but coming alongside 
the 23% gained in Tipton Green it has been largely 
overlooked. 
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Battlefield: The Black Country Tipton Green ward 


Racist vote may split 


by Nick Lowles 


major obstacle to the British National Party’s chances 
in the Sandwell ward of Tipton Green, one of its five 


ey target areas, will be the decision by a former 
member to stand. Steve Edwards, who has previously stood 
as a BNP candidate, will this time be contesting the seat for 
the racist Freedom Party. 

The Freedom Party may be unknown to the voters of 
Tipton Green but Edwards certainly is not. In May 2000 he 
secured a 23% vote for the BNP in the ward and continues 
to have a strong local following. 

The Freedom Party was formed in December 2000 
following a split within the BNP which forced out several 
leading members. Among them were Sharron Edwards, 
the BNP’s deputy chair, her husband Steve Edwards, 
who was the party’s West Midlands organiser, and the 
BNP’s treasurer Michael Newland. 

This trio was joined by leading figures in the Bloomsbury 
Forum including Jonathan Bowden, Adrian Davies and Eddie 
Butler. The BF was originally involved with the right-wing 
conservative magazine Right Now! but switched its 
allegiance to the BNP after Nick Griffin was elected leader 
in September 1999. At last, they believed, a nationalist 
movement could flourish outside the Conservative Party. 

For the first year of Griffin's reign the BF played an 
important but discreet role assisting the BNP Davies, a 
barrister, provided free legal advice, while Butler, who had 
masterminded the BNP’s Rights for Whites campaign in the 
early 1990s, became a close adviser to Tony Lecomber, 
the BNP group development officer. 

Their support for the BNP ended in summer 2000 after 
Newland levelled accusations of financial impropriety at 
Griffin. He was backed by the Edwardses who in turn 
demanded greater accountability and internal democracy. 
Griffin expelled his accusers but was soon forced to rescind 
his decision after a revolt within the party. The Edwardses 
not only presided over the most successful regional branch 
at the time but, after their high local election result in 
Tipton Green, were pioneering BNP community politics. 

But the Edwardses’ days in the party were 
numbered. In November 2000 Griffin 
overturned a local decision to put up Sharron 
Edwards as a candidate in the parliamentary 
by-election in West Bromwich West by 
choosing to stand himself. The Edwardses left 
the party in disgust, taking a couple of dozen 
BNP supporters with them. 

The Freedom Party was launched a few 
weeks later. Davies is its chair, Sharron 
Edwards its deputy chair, Butler its campaign 
director and Bowden its treasurer. 

Able to draw on no more than 50 activists, 
its key base remains the West Midlands. 
Among those who made the switch was 
Neil Phillips, wno had been the BNP organiser 
for Rugeley in Staffordshire. 

In June 2001 Sharron Edwards took 15% in 
a County Council election in her home town of 
Wombourne, Staffordshire. There has been 
further campaigning in the area this year. 
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Freedom News 
A FIRST CLASS 
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phone Help-Line: 01902 892 769 


Freedom Party branches also exist in 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire 
(organiser Dave Ball) and Sheffield 
(Dave Howard). Both organisers were 
formerly involved in the BNP 

The party’s politics differ slightly 
from those of the BNP Alongside 
wishing to reverse immigration and 
renegotiate membership of the EU, 
the Freedom Party manifesto places 
heavy emphasis on the private sector. 
This reflects the Conservative Party 
influence of Bowden and Davies as 
opposed to the increasingly working- 
class orientation of the BNP 3 

“We support an economy based on free = for we 
recognise that governments do not usually run industries 
well,” the Freedom Party programme announces. “The most 
important role of government is to sustain demand by 
maintaining business confidence.” 

In contrast to traditional BNP policy, the Freedom party 
also accepts the principle of Scottish and Welsh 
assemblies. “Encouraging and cherishing our local 
identities make us more British, not less so.” 

Although the Freedom Party has built up a political base 
in the West Midlands it has little chance of growing 
nationally. In Bowden and Davies the party has two of 
the greatest armchair right-wingers around. Since the 
early 1980s they have been involved in a succession of 
right-wing groups without doing much actual political 
campaigning. 

The party’s fortunes lie with Steve and Sharron 
Edwards. Without them the party has no real active 
base. Unfortunately for the BNP the Freedom Party’s one 
strong area is 
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By Steve Silver 


IN NEXT MONTH’S local elections on 2 May anti-fascists 
must be aware of what they can and cannot do when 
campaigning so that they do not fall foul of the law. 
People have been prosecuted in the past after fascist 
candidates have complained to the police. 


It is permissible for individuals and organisations that 
are not standing in the election to distribute material 
attacking a BNP candidate. The relevant legislation is 
section 131 of the Political Parties and Referendum Act 
2000, which limits the amount you are allowed to spend. 


You do not have to register with the electoral 
authorities to distribute anti-BNP literature in local 
elections. Nevertheless, you must keep accurate records 
of what has been spent as you may be required to 
produce these if a complaint is made against you 
afterwards. 


If you produce literature opposing the BNP and 
referring specifically to the coming election and/or any 
candidates who are standing, following the simple rules 
below should ensure trouble-free campaigning: 


Local elections 2002 and 
the BNP An anti-fascist guide 


You must keep a record of all expenses 
incurred on the campaign as you could be 
asked to produce details at a later date. 


The expenditure limit is £50 plus an 
additional 0.5p for every entry in the 
voters’ register for the electoral area 
(i.e. ward) in question. 


Literature must show the name and address 
of the promoter and printer. 


If literature refers to the election and/or 


specific candidates then its cost must be 
included in your election expenses even if 
you distribute it before the official election 
period, which starts 25 working days before 
the date of the poll. 

As with any literature you must ensure that 
the material is not defamatory, libellous or 
knowingly untrue. 

It is a good idea to get anything you have 
written checked by a lawyer. 








Join the fight against the BNP 


Burnley 
12 noon Mechanics car park (behind 
the Town Hall), Burnley 


Oldham 

12 noon prompt, Civic Centre car 
park, Rochdale Road, Oldham 
Tipton 

11am ‘Pie Factory’ pub (Junction: 
Sedgley Road West and Hurst Lane) 


Bexley 
12 noon outside McDonald’s, Erith 
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Bradford 
Contact Bradford TUC 07951 162011 


If any racist or far-right group decides 
to stand candidates in Redbridge or 
Barking and Dagenham there will be 
leafleting drives. Please check the 
contact numbers and website below 
for up-to-date news. 


For further information contact: 
Searchlight 020 7681 8660 
Anti Nazi League 020 7924 0333 





Searchlight 
forces closure 
of Yorkshire 
National Front 


SEARCHLIGHT scored another fascist scalp recently 
after it was blamed for the dismantling of the 
Yorkshire branch of the National Front. The branch has 
been dissolved following the expulsion from the party 
of local organiser Tony White for allegedly being a 
Searchlight spy. 

His removal was brought to Searchlight’s attention 
by the new National Front leader, Mick Shore, in an 
email he sent to the Anti Nazi League. 

White first joined the British National Party in 1993 
and quickly became active with the local group of 
Combat 18, the nazi terror organisation. With White’s 
active involvement, C18 thugs carried out a number of 
nasty attacks on the homes of opponents and venues 
used by anti-fascists. 

White soon came under suspicion from his fellow 
nazis. In 1995 Leeds BNP produced White Lies, which 
purported to show how White was working for 
Searchlight and the police. 

White dropped out of far-right activity only to 
re-emerge in 1999 with the National Front. It was not 
long before his presence caused concern. White and 
his partner, Carol, were forever videoing activities 
and more often than not had the camera turned on 
their own side. What happened to these videos was, 
in the minds of some, never satisfactorily answered. 

Amid the rumours, White was backed by Kevin 
Watmough, a leading NF and C18 activist in Yorkshire. 
Watmough had contributed to White Lies but now said 
it was a work of fiction and should be ignored. 

Others were less forgiving. White has been widely 
distrusted by C18 in London and has been deliberately 
kept at arm’s length. 


His expulsion will undoubtedly hamper NF activity in 
the north of England. Over the past six months he had 
led the NF in Pudsey and more recently begun to 
develop links with C18 and hooligans in Oldham. 

White, meanwhile, seems to be heading for pastures 
new, this time with the Loyalist Volunteer Force. 
Whatever the plot, White is playing a dangerous game. 
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Racist round-up 


As next month’s local council elections draw near, 
Searchlight takes a whirlwind tour around the sublime, 
nasty and ridiculous antics of some of Britain’s far-right 
organisations and supporters. 


BRADFORD 


Chief Superintendent Phil Read of Bradford Police is still 
investigating a British National Party leaflet being used 
in the party’s election campaign that claims police 
searched a local mosque and uncovered guns and a 
shooting range. The whole story is a BNP lie aimed at 
stirring up race hate. 


BROMLEY, KENT 


Gillian Seed, 38, from Mottingham in southeast London 
turned up for what she believed was going to be an anti- 
paedophile protest march after receiving a_ leaflet 
advertising it through her letter box. She left when she 
discovered the National Front was behind it. She said it was 
provocative and the large amount of money spent on 
policing it could have been spent on more important things. 


LIVERPOOL 


The BNP has attempted to stir up residents against a 
proposal to site a new refugee hostel in the area. 
In reality plans to build a detention centre in Speke 
are likely to be dropped because a warehouse has been 





built there since the Home Office identified it as a. 


possible site. 

The local authority banned the BNP from holding an 
indoor meeting and local politicians expressed their 
disapproval of the BNP’s attempt to exploit residents’ 
fears. Joe Davis, or is it Joe Owens — both have claimed to 
the local press to be the BNP’s Merseyside organiser — 
clearly has no intention of allowing the truth to get in 
the way of any means of winning support for their views, 
and says the party will continue to campaign. 

Councillor Myles Hogg, the Conservative local council 
leader, commented, “I think it is despicable the way 
. organisations like the BNP pounce on situations like this 
and thrive on fear and lies”. A local Labour MP suggested 
that the BNP took a running jump. 


The NF’s recidivist national activities organiser, Terry 
Blackham from southeast London, appears to be a very 
poor negotiator. For every three applications the party 
makes to the police for permission to march or hold rallies 
two are rejected. Threatened actions from Camden, north 
London, to Sunderland have all fizzled out. 

Instead NF activists turn up to dish out a few leaflets and 
give away a hundred papers, and mark this down as a 
success with local people. Those taking the papers, which 
the NF does not even try to sell these days, are probably 
looking for something to wrap their fish and chips in. 

Last August 25 NF activists were arrested when they 
tried to defy a Home Office ban on them marching 
in Sunderland. 
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Parmjit Dhanda, the MP for Gloucester, was quick off 
the mark to tell the BNP’s South West organiser, Bruce 
Cowd, that while the party had the right to organise it 
would not get much joy in the area. 

Cowd was trying vainly to boost the very small 
following the BNP has in the South West by claiming that 
it had experienced a huge surge in inquiries since the 
terror attacks of 11 September. However he admitted to 
the Gloucester News that the BNP had not actually had a 
huge increase in members as a result. 


A man who attended the local. Holocaust Remembrance 
Day ceremony at the local War Memorial wrote to the 
Oldham Chronicle saying how he now knew that is was 
important to support such a gathering. He wrote that as he 
approached the ceremony two men took his photo an then 
walked past him and uttered the words Red Watch. 
This group a after thought for Combat 18 setting up hit 
lists and putting peoples details up on their web site. 
(Often seriously misidentifying their potential victims) gave 
the correspondent a good reason to tell the readers 
about the importance of understanding the nazis were still 
around and had to be resisted. 


The police in Chorley were investigating whether there 
was any connection between a group called England 
First! and National Front plans to hold a rally in the town 
in March. England First!, which plastered the area with 
stickers and leaflets, operates from a PO Box address 
and is run by a London businessman who calls himself 
Colin Jefferies. Searchlight has received reports of the 
new group’s material turning up in various parts of 
the country. 


A senior police officer has told the BNP it is not welcome in 
Slough. Superintendent Brian Langston was speaking at an 
Action on Crime conference in the town hall, organised by 
the Minority Ethnic Community Voice. His statement was a 
response to the BNP’s plan to form a local group in the area. 

The BNP’s announcement was made by its press officer 
Stuart Russell, posing as Phil Edwards, and a new deputy 
press spokesman, Nick Thomas, which might also be a 
cover name. Thomas attacked Supt Langston saying that he 
had no right to criticise a legal and democratic political 
party. Searchlight would argue that he is simply doing his 
job, helping to prevent crime by keeping the criminal BNP 
out of Slough. 

Surinder Sidhu, the BNP’s Sikh collaborator, defended 
the BNP and its alleged rights in his local paper, the Slough 


Observer. Attacking Mr Langston’s statement, he claimed 
that everyone knew the BNP was not a _ subversive 
organisation. 

It was a short letter and we suppose that after writing it 
Mr Sidhu climbed back under his rock. 


Four youths have been arrested after £5,000 of damage 
was caused at a Jewish cemetery in February. 
The youths, aged from 13 to 16, are alleged to have 
brought a hammer with them to smash gravestones, 
including one of a two-month-old baby. 

It is not clear whether this was a political act or just 
sick vandalism. The police were investigating whether 
the incident was connected with other attacks at the 
cemetery in the previous few weeks. 


BEDFORDSHIRE 


A Baptist pastor received nazi hate mail on Valentine’s Day. 
This was the second time in four months that William Heath 
of Sandy Baptist Church had been targeted. 

Describing the senders as cowards for not revealing their 
names, he said the literature was trying to set people 
against each other. The leaflets claimed that the Holocaust 
did not happen and the Jews were responsible for the 
bombing of the World Trade Centre. 

The police are treating the incident very seriously as 
the senders appear to have specific details about the 
clergyman and his home. 


Two Methodist ministers were targeted by racist hate 
mail just before Holocaust Memorial Day. The Reverend 
Roger Greene and his wife Liz have sent one of the 
leaflets to Launceston police. 

The hate material, which blames Jews for 
communism and for the slavery of black races, 
arrived in separate envelopes postmarked Norwich. 
The minister believes their names came from a 
church list of contact details, because the list and the 
envelopes contained the same spelling mistake. 


Peter Jepson clearly got under the skin of Combat 18 when 
he wrote a book entitled Tackling Militant Racism, which calls 
for legislation to ban racist literature. 

Jepson, who is chair of Walton Labour Party, received a 
letter covered in swastikas and drawings of rifles, containing 
racist abuse and death threats. Although it was postmarked 
Wales, Jepson says that the way in which the letter was 
addressed indicated local knowledge. The police are 
investigating. 

Something else the Surrey police should look at is the 
BNP’s website guestbook. At 23.26 GMT on 26 February a 
visitor calling himself “warrior” posted the following message: 
“The University of Surrey in Guildford is having a Multicultural 
awareness Week, 4-8 March, with a special Islam awareness 
stall in the Lecture Theatres foyer, with easy public access. 
It'd be a shame if it didn’t get visited.......... = 

Similarly provocative material has been posted on the site 
recently relating to the “Surrey Anarchist Group”. Time for 
some police action before something really serious happens. 


Bevan John Worsley Taylor, 19, was given a mere six 
months’ probation and ordered to pay £150 compensa- 
tion after being convicted of giving a nazi salute, racially 
aggravated behaviour and damage to police property. 
Everybody came in for his abuse, the police, Jews, 


Muslims and blacks, the court heard. Much of his ranting 
was caught on closed circuit television. 


Gary Emery, 35, from Pippin Green, Norwich, was jailed for 
four months after he threatened a group of orthodox Jewish 
students enjoying festivities at the University of East Anglia. 
The court heard that he waved a knife at one of the 
students. Sentencing him, Justice Paul Downes said racial 
aggression could not be tolerated. 

Emery, who has previous convictions for drunkenness, 
dishonesty and harassment, sounds like a good prospect to 
be a BNP candidate. 


Lee Andrew Walsh, 18, from Heap Bridge, has been 
convicted of racially aggravated threatening behaviour 
after he admitted dropping his trousers at an Asian 
takeaway and racially abusing the staff. Claiming to be 
an NF member, he threatened to bomb the shop. 
Staff tackled him to the ground and held him until the 
police arrived. 

When allowed to stand he said, “I'll be back you Paki 
bastards”. He continued shouting at the police station, 
saying, “I’m going to kick the shit out of those Pakis”. 

Walsh's excuse to the police was that he was speaking 
up for himself. The magistrates decided the case was 
very serious and ordered pre-sentence reports to 
include all options, including imprisonment. 


Mark Payne, who describes himself as the administrator for 
the BNP’s Coventry and Warwickshire branch, has said that 
the BNP wished to dissociate itself from extremist groups 
such as the National: Front. 

He claimed that any member found to be in breach of the 
law would be expelled from the party, which if it were true 
would leave him pretty lonely. 

His nonsensical remarks were made in an interview with 
a local paper after the BNP announced its intention to put 
up at least one candidate for the council elections in May. 


BASILDON 


The parliamentary spokesman for Basildon and East 
Thurrock Conservatives has denounced the BNP after 
receiving a glossy magazine promoting the party. 
Dominic Schofield told the local paper that the 
party promoted racism and antisemitism and continued, 
“Let's get one thing straight: these people and their views 
are not welcome in Basildon ... We need to stamp down 
on them now before they gain a foothold.” 

He called on local politicians of all parties to join 
together to condemn the BNP referring to the war years 
when people went off to fight against the same ideas. 

The BNP was unavailable for comment, not 
surprisingly. 


BNP boss Nick Griffin was in trouble again last 
month when protests from two Welsh colleges 
forced him to place a disclaimer on his party's new 
website. Parasitically trying to ingratiate himself with 
Welsh language campaigners, he had advertised Welsh 
language courses at Coleg Menai and Nant Gwrtheyrn. 
Executives from both colleges said the BNP had used 
their names without permission and they did not want 
to be associated with a racist party. Griffin refused to 
remove the names but the disclaimer states that there is 
no political link between the BNP and the colleges. 
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bankrupt 


by Kate Taylor 


he Holocaust denier David Irving was finally 
declared bankrupt last month, nearly two years 
after losing his highly publicised libel trial 
against Deborah Lipstadt, author of Denying 
the Holocaust. 

Irving sued Professor Lipstadt, along with her 
publisher Penguin Books, following the assertion in 
her book that Irving was a “Holocaust denier”. In a 
crushing defeat for Irving after a three-month battle, the 
High Court found the allegation to be “incontrovertible”. 
Justice Gray also contended that Irving was a “right wing 
pro-Nazi polemicist”. 

The case ran up unprecedented legal costs, estimated 
at around £2 million, which Irving was ordered to pay. 
The defendants have yet to recover any of their money. 

Since the case finished, Irving has spent much of 
his time in the United States, making it difficult to 
serve bankruptcy papers. They were finally served 
in January. 

Irving's only notable asset is his central London home 
and it is thought that Penguin Books may try to seize this 
property. Although the property is estimated to be worth 
close to £1 million, according to Land Registry records it 
has been mortgaged five times. 

Mark Bateman, solicitor for Penguin Books, said, “Our 
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client has been very patient but Irving was clearly not 
going to meet the interim payment which is a fraction of 
their total costs. 

“The costs, consequences of his failing libel action, 
have long been clear. It’s another step from what 
happened in court in 2000. He was aware that we were 
incurring the costs at a high rate and he continued.” 

According to Adrian Davies, Irving’s barrister, the 
Deputy Registrar at the bankruptcy hearing, 
“misunderstood the extent of her own discretion, and the 
principles on which she ought to exercise it, and really 
did not exercise her discretion at all. Her decision is 
deeply flawed, and should be reversed on appeal.” 

Davies began acting for Irving only after the libel trial 
was over. He has been active on the right for many years 
and has been involved with both the Monday Club and 
Right Now!, the right-wing conservative magazine. 

Irving is still proceeding with his libel action against 
Gitta Sereny and The Observer, despite the fact that it 
covers much of the same ground as did the Lipstadt 
case. Bankrupts are prohibited by law from pursuing 
libel actions, and are not entitled to keep any money 
awarded as a result. 

The bankruptcy proceedings have again raised the 
issue of whether Irving’s financial backers could also be 
pursued in any proceedings to recover costs. Until now, 
the names of contributors to Irving’s fighting fund have 
remained a mystery. Irving has strongly sought to keep 
their identities hidden, but an article in The Observer 
last month revealed some of his more unusual backers. 

The newspaper's investigation revealed that Irving 
had 4,017 names on his contributors’ list. As suspected, 
the majority are based in the United States, where Irving 
spends an increasing amount of time writing and 
embarking on public lecture tours in a bid to raise cash. 
Most recently he was trying to put together the £150,000 
interim sum that the High Court had ordered him to pay, 
in a bid to avoid bankruptcy. 

Among the names that The Observer uncovered was 
Henry Kersting, a tax avoidance specialist and former 
German U-Boat commander. Irving told the newspaper, 
“he was a strange character. He would phone me in Key 
West and say, ‘I’m sending over another 10 flowers’ or 
‘Im sending five flowers by FedEx’. And then the FedEx 
van would come the next day and there was $5,000 in 
cash. Or $10 in cash.” 

Also exposed were Albert Hess, a Florida-based 
supporter of the far right who loaned $45,000 to Irving, 
and two Britons, Frederick Atkin and Nigel Hogg, who 
both invested money in Irving’s publishing company. 
It seems unlikely, however, that Irving’s British backers 
will be pursued, even though third parties helping to pay 
for a libel action can in theory be forced to assume some 
responsibility if that action fails. 

It also emerged that Irving had been in negotiations 
with Prince Fahd bin Salman of Saudi Arabia, the son of 
the governor of Riyadh. Unfortunately for Irving, the 
prince died before any concrete donations were made. 

Following the publication of The Observer article, 
Irving said in his Radical’s Diary, “I am rather troubled 
by the lengths to which The Observer and its parent 
Guardian Newspapers Ltd are going in their latest smear 
crusade. They have of course every motive to see my 
name and fortunes destroyed, as they are the 
defendants in my next libel action. Over the last few 
days they have been contacting very many of my most 
important friends around the world, and pressing them 
for information. I have attempted to alert my most 
important likely targets.” 


Derisory sentence for 
recidivist Alan boss 


by Gerry Gable 


llan Beshella, alias Allan Entwhistle, the Ku Klux Klan 
Ae and British National Party supporter, was 

entenced to three months’ imprisonment last month 
after he was convicted of threatening an Asian family who 
ran a local shop. The 52-year-old nazi of Tonna Road, 
Caerau, near Maesteg in South Wales, was also placed 
under a two-year restraining order to prevent him 
approaching the family. 

Too little, too late; the Nawaz family have already decided 
to leave town. As ever the cowardly Klansman had one of 
his thuggish sidekicks with him, Rob Evans, who threatened 
the shopkeeper with assault when he asked for payment for 
goods Beshella had taken. 

Beshella is well known to long-time Searchlight readers, but 
his sordid history is worth another airing as he is such a good 
example of the type of person the Klan and BNP like to recruit. 

Born in Britain, he settled in the USA and eventually 
became number two in the Texas KKK, run by Bill Wilkinson. 

In 1982 a judge in Palm Springs, California issued a 
warrant for Beshella’s arrest after he failed to register as 
a convicted paedophile and did not turn up in court to 
face a series of weapons charges, including carrying a 
concealed weapon while a convicted felon. Federal officers 
raiding his home found eight weapons. 

In the late 1980s he returned to Britain and settled in 
Bournemouth. Almost at once a spate of Klan cross burnings 
and threats occurred. He then moved to Wales and, 
although he appeared to have no visible income, proceeded 
to buy up local houses in the former mining village. 

Threats by him to a visiting black man led locals to protest 
his presence but he imported nazi thugs from London and 
the Midlands and started a reign of terror that has 
continued for over ten years. People who opposed him have 
been attacked and their vehicles and homes damaged. 
Even local journalists have been warned off. 

Despite all this the police turned a blind eye and after 
several years only managed to get him into court over a minor 
public order offence. Local people were also very concerned 
* about his conviction for molesting girls in the USA. 

By 1990 he had become the Grand Dragon for the 
Knights of the Invisible Empire of the KKK in Britain, which 
was led in the USA by James W Farrands, one of the 
smartest Klan bosses of recent years. Farrands visited 
Beshella on a number of occasions. 

The British klavern grew to around 400 members 
including a number of serving soldiers and Navy personnel, 
such as Mike Putley, a computer technician serving at the 
Royal Navy’s nuclear training facility at Gosport; Ron Goat, 
a middle-aged Hell’s Angel from East London; Adrian 
Barnes; Charles Hanson, who is now serving life for 
murdering his wife; Mark Atkinson, who went on to serve a 
jail sentence for his activities with the nazi terror group 
Combat 18; Paul Marriott, a National Front organiser from 
Hampshire and a serving member of the Territorial Army; 
and Mark French from Blood and Honour, who had fought 
as a mercenary and then joined the Parachute Regiment, 
serving in Belize before going on to Northern Ireland. 


Once again, despite eyewitness evidence and 
photographs showing the Klansmen with and without their 
hoods, the police paid little heed. 

Before being exposed, Goat was planning to smuggle gun 
parts to the UK from the USA concealed in motor cycle spares. 

Beshella toured the country swearing in new members 
including Keith Thompson of the elite nazi League of St 
George, lan Stuart Donaldson, the late Skrewdriver nazi 
music boss, and many others who were active in groups 
such as the BNP NF, League of St George and the extreme 
nazi British Movement. 

Crosses were burned, synagogues desecrated and people 
beaten. Beshella acquired two attack dogs that were trained 
to attack when he uttered the name “Gerry Gable”. A BBC 
film crew, unsure whether this was really true, shouted my 
name at Beshella’s front door. The dogs went berserk. 

Several months after we and the Sunday People jointly 
exposed Beshella’s activities in summer 1990, reporters 
from TV South found the military personnel still serving. 
A number of the younger Klan members are still active with 
the BNP in Yorkshire and Kent. 

When Peter Hain, now a government minister and MP in 
South Wales, was asked to intervene in the 1990s, when 
he was an honorary officer of the Anti Nazi League, he 
simply advised residents to collect signatures in protest 
against men known to have firearms. 

Beshella should be serving at least two years in jail and 
his name should be on a register of sex offenders for his 
1972 Los Angeles child molesting conviction. As for the 
Nawaz family, the local community is showing support. 
Campaigners from the Coalition Against Racism have 
received a favourable response to a petition they have 
taken around Caerau and have offered to stay with the 
family to protect them. 

On present form, if Beshella lived in England he would 
probably be a BNP candidate in*the May elections. 


Tharsday. February 18, 1982—THE DESERT SUN, Palm Springs. Calif. A5 


KKK recruiter doesn’t show 
for arraignment; warrant out 


US press 
reports 
Beshella’s 
criminal past 







PALM SPRINGS — A warrant !s out 
today for the arrest of a local Ku Klux 
Klan recruiter who {alled to appear for his 
arraignment in Desert Municipal Court 
Wednesday on a charge of failing to regis- 
ter as a convicted sex offender. 

Judge Richard Robinson ordered the 
warrant when Allan Ronald Besheila, 32, 
was not present for ibe arraignment, 
which included a charge of felony pos- 
session of a firearm by an ex-felon, and a 
charge of possession of a concealed 
weapon. 

Beahella, who police say has ased the 
name Allan Entwhistle, was arrested by 
Palm Springs police Feb. 2 in Cathedral 
City on a warrant charging him with fail- 
ing to register with authoritles as a con- 
victed sex offender. 

Police said he also was booked on the 


firearms charges when they found a .357- 
catlber Magnum revolver under his car 
seat. He was released on $6,500 bail that 
day. 

Court records show Beshella was con- 
victed of child molesting In September 
1972 In Los Angeles Superior Coart. 

On Feb. 10 federa) Bureau of Alcoho), 
Tobacco and Firearms agents, with a 
search warrant, found “seven or eight 
weapons,” including shotguns, .22-cali- 
ber rifles and two revolvers in Beshelia's 
Espada Road home in Cathedral City, 
according to PSPD Lt Gary Boswell. 

Boswe}] said the agents obtalped the 
warrant based on information provided by 
police and Riverside County Sheriffs 
Department deputies. He added that 
Beahella arrived home at the lime of 
the search, bul was not arrested. 
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Burnley riots. 


down on 26 white rioters by a judge in Burnley last 
month for their part in the disturbances in the 
town last June. 

The court heard how a group of white men had 
gathered outside the Baltic Fleet pub in Briercliffe 
Road on Sunday 24 June chanting racist abuse. 
Two Asian taxi drivers were attacked before the group 
moved to the White Hart pub in Church Street, where 
the windows of an Asian restaurant were smashed and a 
taxi business raided. 

Many of those in the dock were also involved in a clash 
with police a short time later outside the Turf pub in 
Yorkshire Street. Bottles and stones were thrown as 
officers moved in to quell the disturbances. 

Some in the group then moved on to Oxford Road 
where two Asian shops were burgled and set on fire with 
the families trapped inside. 

Passing sentence, Justice Peter Openshaw QC said 
that the trouble last summer had “damaged the whole 
fabric of the community”. He dismissed their claims that 
the trouble was provoked by the police, stating that he 
believed there would have been further disturbances ifit 
had not been for the swift intervention of the police. 

The report of the official enquiry into the Burnley riots 
highlighted the racist intimidation that sparked the 
violence. While it remarked that the riot was triggered by 
a fight between rival drug gangs, “there is no doubt that 
following the initial disturbances white racists took 
advantage to exacerbate a situation to promote 
disharmony”. 

It also pointedly accused the British National Party of 
whipping up racial tensions in the town. 

Twenty-five of the defendants pleaded guilty to 
violent disorder, with seven also admitting burglary. 
A further defendant pleaded guilty to racially aggravated 
criminal damage. Forty-two other people are still 
awaiting trial. 

Those imprisoned for violent disorder included: Dale 
Fallows, 23, Hilary Street, five years; Anthony Robinson, 
26, Shackleton Street, five years; Ryan Grimshaw, 20, 
four years in a young offenders’ institution; Nicholas 
Macro, 23, Morse Street, four years; Mark Beckett, 21, 
Florence Avenue, four years; Andrew Porter, 35, 
Parliament Street, three years; Paul Duckworth, 40, 
Marlborough Street, three years; Christopher Bowden, 
35, Melrose Avenue, 30 months; William McRandle, 
Rennie Street, 30 months; Anthony Bithell, 43, Peart 
Street, 30 months; Phillip Kirkby, 39, Slaidburn Avenue, 
30 months; Patrick Brogan, 32, Windermere Avenue, two 
' years; Liam Burns, two years in a young offenders’ 
insitution; Darren Hall, 31, of Eastam Street, 18 months; 
Paul Hodgetts, 22, 18 months; Edwards McMahon, 30, 
Wycoller Avenue, 18 months; Jamie Southern, 27, 
Leyland Avenue, 18 months; David Telford, 19, 
Dall Street, 18 months in a young offenders’ institution; 
Dale Gray, 33, Morse Street, one year; Martin Quigley, 26, 
Duke Street, nine months; Carl Stoiles, 20, Parliament 
Street, six months in a young offenders’ institution. 

Fallows, Robinson, Grimshaw, Marco and Beckett also 
admitted burglary. Michelle Bruce, 34, of Union Street, 
Burnley was jailed for six months for racially aggravated 
criminal damage. 

The BNP once dismissed the Burnley riots as 
“anti-white violence by out of control Muslim youth”. 
These convictions have proved that to be nonsense. 
Unsurprisingly, the BNP has not commented on 
the racist actions that led to the imprisonment of 
these people. 
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BNP goes 
crazy over 
Searchlight 
mole 


IT’S SO NICE to see the British National Party Ftihrer Nick 
Griffin getting so upset that he dropped his party’s election 
material from pole position on its website to make room for an 
error-ridden attack on Matthew Collins. During his three vital 
years as a Searchlight mole, Collins moved from being a 
full-time National Front official working at the NF’s east 
London headquarters as an aide to the then leader, lan 
Anderson, to becoming a very busy activist with the BNP 
spending hours at its Bexley headquarters with Richard 
Edmonds, the national organiser, or out fighting on the streets. 

The BBC chose Collins as the first subject for a new 
series, Life Etc, which looks at life-changing personal and 
moral dilemmas. Collins made his choice when, after some 
years in the far right and as secretary of the Southeast 
London branch of the NF, he took part with BNP thugs in an 
attack on a meeting at Welling Library protesting against the 
BNP’s new headquarters in the area. 

The protest turned into a very violent assault mainly on 
old men and women by a gang of nazis, many armed with 
improvised weapons such as crash helmets and hammers. 
Around a dozen members of the audience were taken to 
hospital after the unprovoked attack led by Edmonds and 
the convicted bomber Tony Lecomber, who is now a prime 
mover in the BNP’s election work. Disturbed by what he 
witnessed, Collins came to Searchlight and ended up doing 
devastating damage to the emerging Combat 18 and its 
links with loyalist groups such as the UDA. 

After his work on the first of three World in Action 
television programmes, which led to the arrest of a UDA 
officer and two members of far-right groups, he left the 
country and has continued to hurt the nazis from his new 
home. He has become a feature writer for a respected 
national journal and holds a senior management job, 
though still misses English football. 

So what is it that has got the pipsqueak leader of the BNP 
so upset now, upset enough to rewrite history, although that 
is nothing new for him? 
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Griffin claims that the BBC stated wrongly that Collins 
was a BNP member. In fact the programme made it clear 
that while Collins was an NF officer, he was no more than a 
supporter of the BNP 

Four years ago, in the run-up to publication of the Lawrence 
Inquiry report, Collins was interviewed by The Guardian. 
The article claimed Collins had been a BNP member, but a 
correction was printed two weeks later, after Searchlight 
pointed out the error. The BNP exploited the mistake to claim 
the whole story was untrue. Since then Griffin and his fellow 
propagandists, including the BNP’s press officer, who parades 
under a false name, have called Collins a liar. 

The BNP’s current Internet tirade against Collins says he 
is a drunk and a liar and was never important in any group. 
It repeats the lie the BNP first told in 1998 that the book 
Collins had started writing was going to be shunned by 
publishers because the BNP had warned them off with 
threats of a libel writ. 

In fact the book was nowhere near ready in 1998, so the 
BNP could not know what was in it, and we had not 
approached any publisher. It is now close to completion. 
Collins, being the generous guy he is, told us that if Griffin 
would like to buy a couple of thousand copies at full price 
when it actually does appear, he can burn them at the 
BNP’s Red,White and Blue summer festival. 

The Sunday Telegraph and The Observer got their facts 
nearly as wrong as the BNP in articles the day before the 
programme. In the Observer’s case it is particularly 
surprising because the article was written by Rosie Boycott, 
who presents Life Etc and personally interviewed Collins. 
Rather than reporting what was actually in the interview, they 
plucked out of thin air the idea that Collins was a member 
and officer in the BNP Both Collins and Searchlight have 
made the strongest representations to the BBC over this. 

Collins's book is a very accurate account of his life and 
times inside the far right, and is one of the most incisive 
examinations of Britain’s nazi groups. Yes, Mr Griffin you still 
have much to fear from this young man. 


Two blasts from the past 


I SEE from the current journal of the League of St George 
that Robert Hamilton Edwards, or RHE as he signs 
himself, has even less contact with reality than 
previously. When he is is not drawing pornographic hate 
cartoons or spending his time in Ramsgate’s various 
hostelries, the once imprisoned hatemonger is trying to 
write a historic account of Britain’s far right. 

Too bad he cannot correctly recall dates or even the 
names of political groups. If he would like to drop us a 
line I am sure we could put him straight. The offer also 
extends to Eddie Morrison, whose Aryan Unity website 
contains what alleges to be a history of the NF and 
himself. Oh dear, I thought Morrison was off the sauce, a 
clear head helps when writing, old son. 

Robert Relf is another hate-filled jerk who has spent 
his political career in and out of prison for offences 
ranging from refusing to sell his house to black people in 
the 1970s to insulting the Queen. He is again facing time 
in a cell for non-payment of a fine for not filling in his 
Census form. 

While a member of Colin Jordan’s National Socialist 
Movement in the 1960s, Relf and others in the West 
Midlands branched out to form a Ku Klux Klan Klavern 
only to get convicted of wearing a paramilitary uniform 
in a public place for political ends. I could never decide 
who was worse, Relf or his late unlamented wife, who 
whenever Jews were mentioned at Klan gatherings 
would yell, “Up the chimney with them”. 


North East round-up | 


Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist Association 


the far right in the run-up to the local elections. 

Identity, the British National Party’s glossy 
magazine, described the BNP’s vote in Sunderland in 
the general election as the party’s best ever result in 
“a difficult area with great potential”. However after an 
industrious start, a malaise seems to be setting in, and 
it is the National Front that is making the running. 

In February the NF announced its intention to hold a 
demonstration in Sunderland, after twice failing to do so 
in late summer last year. The police offered the fascists 
just 15 minutes on a blocked highway near the Civic 
Centre, as a result of which the NF cried off at the last 
minute. Instead, having attracted anti-fascists to the 
town centre, the fascists held a meeting away from 
the centre to set up a branch. This branch is currently up 
and running, though for how long is another question. 
Its PO Box address was set up from an address on a 
large North East Housing Association estate, a matter of 
great interest to tenancy enforcement. 

The NF claims to have a number of new faces as well 
as some old ones. One old face who is definitely involved 
is Fraser Robinson from Brandon. A former Durham City 
BNP organiser and Combat 18 activist, he is now firmly 
in the NF camp. He still keeps in touch with some of his 
old comrades, turning up as the guitarist in the reformed 
line-up of Skullhead, alongside Kev Turner, who once 
again seems to be leading a double life. 

When Skullhead toured Europe last year Turner did 
some DJ-ing as well as playing in the band. Over here 
as “MC Techno T” he is a big rave favourite, and 
the youngsters seem to have no idea of his past. 
They describe him as “looking scary, but the nicest bloke 
you are liable to meet”. They also seem to be unable to 
accept that he might be a nazi because of his sexuality. 
While he claims to have dropped out, his links with 
Fraser and his willingness to play to European Nazis 
suggest otherwise. 

The BNP and NF both claim to be standing candidates 
in the local elections. Initial reports indicated that the 
BNP had six candidates in Sunderland, and the NF one 
in Sunderland and two in Newcastle. There might be 
some double counting in Sunderland, as some 
individuals are flitting between the two parties. BNP 
activity has dropped below the horizon since Christmas, 
which may be a local reflection of the party’s national 
difficulties. The only activity has been some sporadic 
leafleting in Gateshead and Darlington, and occasional 
whingeing missives in purple sent to the local press by 
Kevin Scott. 

Scott wrote an attack on the Tyne and Wear Anti- 
Fascist Association (TWAFA) in the pages of Final 
Conflict, the comic of the International Third Position 
(ITP). He was stung into action after TWAFA’s work with 
the Evening Chronicle, which resulted in a short term 
suspension from his job in the gardening department at 
B&Q in Newcastle. 

Dave Guynan will probably stand in the Hendon ward in 
Sunderland and has been canvassing the area with a 
minder. He might also stand in Town End Farm ward with 
John Martin. Joe Dobbie, a recent BNP general and local 
election candidate, may stand in Thorney Close but there 


Ti: North East has once again become a target for 


has been no activity on his estate. 

As yet no definite names have come forward for the NF 
in Sunderland or Newcastle, though Terry Douthwaite is 
expected to be the candidate in Colliery Ward in 
Sunderland. Others might have been put off by the 
possibility either of having to knock on doors in the 
company of Terry Blackham for a weekend, or of 
suffering a “snear campaign” [sic] as one prospective 
candidate was told. The NF recently held paper sales in 
both Durham and Sunderland, though the claim that 
45 people took part in Sunderland was disputed by anti- 
fascists monitoring it, who put the figure at 14 in 
Sunderland and 7 in Durham. The Sunderland activity 
included a contingent from NF headquarters who came 
to show the locals how to do it. Apart from putting up 
stickers, the NF on Tyneside hardly exists. The ITP has 
been more active in the recent period. 

The NF has tried to muscle in on a local campaign to 
prevent refugees being housed in the village of 
Otterburn. The Angel company is trying to buy Otterburn 
Hall, 30 miles northwest of Newcastle and on the edge 
of the largest military training ground in England. 
Villagers and groups working with asylum seekers say it 
is unacceptable to place refugees, many of whom are 
fleeing from war zones, in an area where there is 
constant gunfire and tank movements. The refugees 
would also be isolated as there are no support services 
and hardly any public transport. An NF leafleter was 
turned away at the door of a public meeting last month, 
but the fascists are still trying to get involved and plan a 
joint event with Scotland NF shortly. The committee of 
villagers is thoroughly opposed to 
any NF involvement, and has 
explicitly ruled out race or crime 
being used as tools in their fight 
against the proposal. 

Anti-fascists in the North East 
working alongside community and 
local groups, under the umbrella of 
Tyne and Wear Against Racism have 
already been active and leafleted a 
number of the areas targeted by the 
fascists. They will continue to do so 
in the run-up to the elections, 
ensuring that the fascists will gain 
no toe-hold in the region this May. 


Kev Turner, 
the raver 
(top) and as 
the lead 
singer with 
Skullhead 
(below) 
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merican Renaissance 
defends the ‘West’ 


Nick Griffin fails to impress US far right 


by Leonard Zeskind 


TO HEAR NICK GRIFFIN dispensing advice on this side of 
the pond last February, an observer might have thought 
the British National Party was about to gain a 
parliamentary majority and install Mr Griffin himself at 10 
Downing Street. First at a meeting of the Council of 
Conservative Citizens, and again at a banquet speech on 
23 February sponsored by the American Renaissance 
monthly newsletter, Griffin urged his colleagues to stop 
waiting for an economic or political cataclysm. Create 
your own political party, he told them, and run for office. 
Haider’s Freedom Party was winning large in Austria. 
In Belgium the far right campaigned against the European 
Union. And in a show of hubris probably matched only by 
the late and unlamented King George III, Griffin assured 
his American hosts that success awaited, if they would 
only follow his example and give up their violence-prone 
“boots” and wear their mainstream “suits”. He also 
criticised those Americans who, he said, had chased the 
wrong issue after the 11 September attack. The correct 
target was immigration. Those who attacked Jews and 
Zionists, as many did, had been inexpedient. 

While one and all respected the BNP and some had 
donated funds to its cause, the most experienced of the 
Americans said in effect to Griffin’s electioneering 
strategy: thank you, but no thanks. They had campaigned 
for third party candidates from Governor George Wallace 
of Alabama in 1968 to Pat Buchanan’s Reform Party flop in 
2000. It was a waste of time and money. The United States 
is not like England or France or Germany or Austria. 
And gaining third party ballot status in all 50 states is 
more difficult for this generation of white supremacists 
than winning the Battle of the Alamo was for Jim Bowie 
and Davy Crockett. Instead, they insisted on fighting a 
cultural war over issues such as the Confederate flag, 
immigration, gun rights and crime. And they had a point. 
Unlike Europe’s centralised nation-states, white 
supremacy in the United States has thrived best and lived 
longest in a growth medium that combines local states’ 
rights and the voluntary institutions (and housing and 
employment practices) of civil society. Political combat 
over the state apparatus could wait. And thus, 
approximately 230 men and a dozen women turned 
towards “Defending the West” and other themes at 
American Renaissance’s fifth biennial gathering. 
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The mechanics of this conference were unremarkable. 
The Renaissancers met at the Hyatt Hotel near Dulles 
Airport outside Washington DC in the Virginia suburbs, 
a venue often used for middle-brow fly-in conferences. 
A handful of regulars dominated the podium. Sam 
Francis, the one time Senate staff aide and Washington 
Times columnist turned philosopher-general of the 
Buchanan Brigades, began the theme of the weekend by 
declaiming on the national security dangers posed by 
immigration. Michael Levin, a philosophy professor at 
the City University of New York, argued once again that 
the (inferior) status of black people was genetically 
determined, and not the result of racism. J. Philippe 
Rushton, the psychology professor at the University of 
Western Ontario in Canada (alongside Richard Lynn), 
archly declared that IQ was the most salient predictor of 
life chances, and that too was determined (50% to 60%) 
by genetics. And Jared Taylor, founding father and chief- 
in-charge of American Renaissance, emotionally 
concluded the afternoon session. Racial conflicts were 
probably genetically determined, he said, and whites 
were fighting at a disadvantage, burdened as they were 
by liberal propaganda and guilt. By the tenor of Taylor’s 
remarks, attendees could have gone to the Saturday 
evening banquet thinking it was white liberals and black 
men who owned Enron and the American presidency. 

Since first launching the American Renaissance 
newsletter in 1990, Taylor's account of American life has 
always been remarkably upside-down. An intelligent 
and cultured graduate of Yale University, a son of the 
Confederate South, he grew up and attended primary 
school in Japan. While making money as a consultant at 
the high end of international trade, he wrote a book, 
Paved With Good Intentions, which attributed the 
problem of crime to black people. It was well received by 
establishment conservatives. But when, in a first 
newsletter, he announced his intention to create a voice 
for white people as white people, Taylor found himself 
outside the mainline debate on race. After the first 
conference in 1994, which advanced a genetic- 
determinist view of nationhood and civilisation, the 
American Renaissance project became one of the white 
supremacist movement's most important intellectual 
centres. And each passing conference and newsletter 
grew more radical in its approach. Now it is the premier 
think-tank for American white nationalism. 


Evidence includes not just the speakers and the 
official discourse, but the attendees and the off-camera 
dialogue, and the shopkeepers hawking their political 
wares along the sidelines. Gordon Baum, chief executive 
of the Council of Conservative Citizens, made a plug for 
recruits from the podium. Steve Barry, who did a stint as 
second-in-command for William Pierce at the National 
Alliance, hawked his Resister newsletter. A strong 
contingent of young National Alliance activists, not 
completely happy with the presence of Jews such as 
Michael Levin on the podium, were joined by other 
movement stalwarts: Mark Weber from the Institute for 
Historical Review; Don Black, once David Duke's 
number two at the Klan but now a veteran website 
manager; and the irrepressible Mark Cotterill. Last year 
Cotterill abandoned publicly raising American funds for 
the BNP and is now working full-time for Roger Pearson, 
the British expatriate who does business in the United 
States through his Council for Social and Economic 
Studies. But Griffin may not have turned his back on all 
offers of American financial support. The BNP’s 
treasurer also attended this round of meetings. 

Further proofs of the relative importance of American 
Renaissance were the meetings that happened around its 
conference. The Council of Conservative Citizens met the 
day before and the Institute for Historical Review did so 
the week after. In addition, Taylor has managed to imbue 
his project and his movement with a new maturity, 
most evidenced by the ability of conference participants 
publicly and civilly to disagree with each other. 
For example, Glenn Spencer, an anti-immigrant activist 
from California, warned that Mexicans and Mexican- 
Americans were setting out to demographically 
reconquer the territories that the United States had seized 
militarily 160 years ago. He claimed to have evidence 
procured from “secretly recorded” meetings of Mexican- 
American militants. But Spencer seemed a bit at sea when 
conference talk turned to genetic determinism and IQ. 

The debate on the second day over Pat Buchanan’s 
candidacy in 2000 and his new book, The Death of the 
West, was more significant. One and all agreed that their 
friend Pat had erred by picking a black woman, Ezola 
Foster, as his running mate. And Sam Dickson, the wry 
and sarcastic attorney from Atlanta, complained further 
that Buchanan's book had not been explicit enough on 
the issue of race. On the other hand, Sam Francis, who 

































































had read a draft of the book when it was still called 
“The Death of Whitey”, said that Buchanan had written 
exactly what white Americans were ready to hear. 
If there were problems in Buchanan's campaign, Francis 
claimed, the person to blame was Pat's sister Bay, who 
managed the whole affair. And Taylor thought Pat’s book 
was just fine and dandy. 

While Taylor promoted opened discussion from the 
podium, he got a bit exasperated at disagreements from 
the floor. When one gent, unhappy with the omission of 
the Federal Reserve and international bankers from the 
discussion, raised a question, Taylor was quick with a 
final and public response: I was an international banker, 
Taylor said, working at Hannover’s Manufacturers’ Trust, 
and I can assure you that bankers are businessmen, in 
business to make money, that every country has a 
central bank and the Federal Reserve is ours. I don’t see 
anything wrong with this. 

Taylor also did not see anything wrong with allowing 
Jews into the conference, a position he has taken 
from the beginning. A contingent of yeshiva buchers 
attended the 1994 conference, and a small but 
noticeable number of Jews have been at each event 
since. The National Alliance cadre and other like- 
minded antisemites chafed at their presence, and an 
Aryans-only whisper occasionally broke out into the 
open during question and answer sessions, much to 
Taylor's professed dismay. Controversy over the 
presence of Jews has followed Taylor across 
the movement that his American Renaissance project 
serves. But in the end, one observant young Aryan 
woman, writing about the conference under the 
sobriquet “The Cat Lady’, may have been the most 
perspicuous. Griffin’s approach was “very appealing”, 
she wrote. The BNP is a racial nationalist, a socialist 
party, but is not “explicitly anti-Semitic”. In a non- 
conference speech in Arlington, however, she noted that 
Griffin had “pointed out that when Hitler was pursuing 
power, he hardly ever spoke publicly about the Jews 
either”. While The Cat Lady and Griffin may get fail 
grades as students of history, his remarks and her 
assessment might be useful when considering American 
Renaissance’s full import and strategy in the year 2002. 


@ Thanks for research assistance to Devin Burghart 
and his colleagues at the Center for New Community. 
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Fighting back 
against the BNP 


By Steve Silver 


ullies always get their own way until someone 
stands up to them. And now that more and more 


people are standing up to the British National 
Party (BNP) it is going apoplectic. 

For several years the BNP has been having a free ride 
because lots of people simply did not know what an 
unsavoury bunch its members were. Now, amid a 
barrage of literature from all sorts of organisations on 
the ground, that has all begun to change. The BNP 
believed it was unstoppable, but recent action from 
anti-fascists in areas that the fascists are targeting for 
the forthcoming local elections, has rattled its cage in a 
way that we haven't seen for a long time. 

It used to be the case that gullible local journalists 
were almost guaranteed to turn BNP press releases into 
major articles. While this is still going on to some degree, 
the tide is turning and Nick Griffin and co are starting to 
feel that they might not be quite as unstoppable as they 
first thought. These must be busy days for the BNP’s 
“Media Monitoring Unit”: the party hasn't had this much 
negative publicity since the London nail bomber turned 
out to be a former member. 

In addition to leafleting, with the BNP lie machine in 
full swing in the run-up to the local elections on 2 May, 
there are several other things that can be done to help 
prevent fascist candidates getting elected. 





margin. Therefore anti-fascists need to maximise the 
vote for the candidates most likely to defeat the BNP 
candidate in these places. What this means in practical 
terms is that it would be absolutely unforgivable for 
some of the smaller socialist parties that profess to be 
anti-fascist to stand in the small number of places that 
the BNP might do well. Just a few per cent of the vote 
taken away from Labour candidates could make all the 
difference and let a fascist candidate slip in. Stand 
everywhere else and admonish “new” Labour for 
betraying its founding principles if you like, just make 
sure we don’t give the BNP an unnecessary advantage in 
its target areas. If we haven't learnt these lessons from 
the failed struggle against fascism in the 1930s then it 
would be a very sad day indeed. 

Another necessary task is to ensure that candidates do 
not share a platform with the BNP. This should be the 
case whether it’s on the radio or TV or in a more 
traditional but increasingly uncommon _ hustings 
environment. The main parties don’t want their people 
sitting next to BNP goons, but local candidates might 
not be aware of this. 

There are certain arguments that never seem to go 
away. While we have been working with people from 
many different political parties against the BNP recently 
we have come across some Members of Parliament who 
feel that the best way to deal with the extreme right is to 
ignore it. This is in the belief that actively opposing 
fascists gives them the publicity that they crave. In 


Leaflet While BNP candidates are standing in many places, fairness people who say this are usually motivated by the 
produced there is little more than a handful of wards in which the best of intentions and of course it also true that 
by Oldham party actually believes it has a chance of getting elected. sometimes it is better to not give the BNP the oxygen of 
United They include Alexandra and Hollingwood in Oldham, publicity. However, the BNP has already had all the 
Against Eccleshill in Bradford and Tipton Green in Sandwell. If | publicity it needs in its target areas and because its lies 
Racism the fascists were to win a seat it would be by a small have not been countered so vociferously until recently it 


has had a free run. The only way that the fascists will be 
defeated in the local elections is if they are exposed as the 


The London nail bomber... 


The London nail | 
bomber... | 


bunch of liars and con-men that they are. In plain terms, 
where we have been effective they won't get in and where 
we haven't they will. 

It has been heartening to see the trade union and 
labour movement supporting so much of the anti- 
fascist work that is being carried out at the moment. It 
seems self evident that the best people to get the anti- 
racist message across to white working-class racists is 
_ the organised working class. Searchlight has worked 
_ with trade unionists since our inception and has always 
_ had strong union support. We have formalised this in 
recent years with Trade Union Friends of Searchlight. 
_ Shortly after the elections are over we will be holding a 
_ joint conference in London with the South East Region 
_ TUC, with the support of the national TUC. All trade 
unionists are welcome to join us as we come together to 
plan our ongoing fight against the BNP. Further details 
will be available in next month’s magazine, or contact 
_ the Searchlight office for details. 
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Nail bomber David Copeland 
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British National Party 
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Communities combating hate 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 


Thursday 23 May 2002 
10.30am — 5pm 


The Resource Centre 
356 Holloway Road London N7 6PA | 


Delegates fees: 
£20.00 for delegates representing 
organisations, £15 for individuals 


Searchlight Educational Trust invites 
you to this one-day conference aimed 
at community-based organisations 
responding to racism and extreme 
right-wing activity within their areas. 


COMMUNITY 
FUND 


ottery money making a difference 
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Open Sessions 
@ The far right in local elections 
An analysis of how far-right groups organise 
@ Sighthill Combating racism on 
social housing schemes 
@ Tackling Islamophobia 
Practical approaches to counter the current 
anti-Muslim backlash 
@® Working with young people 
Innovative methods of challenging racism 


For further details contact: 
Searchlight Educational Trust, 


PO Box 1576, Ilford 1G5 ONG 
Tel: 020 7681 8660 Fax: 020 7681 8650 
email: community@searchlighteducationaltrust.org 

























































































Renee Sams reports from the 


National Assembly Against 


Racism anniversary meeting 


force but also in public bodies throughout the country, 

and the government’s anti-racist policies have done 
little to change it. That was the view expressed at a 
conference to mark the third anniversary of the 
Lawrence Report organised by the National Assembly 
Against Racism on 23 February. 

Doreen Lawrence, mother of Stephen, who was 
murdered by a gang of racists in 1993, told the 300 
people present, “I cannot see a vast improvement in the 
lives of black and Asian people”. The Lawrences have 
had police bodyguards for the past four years. Security 
was stepped up around the conference as the NAAR had 
received racist hate mail naming her. 

She explained that she had attended so many 
meetings where she had been assured that the 
“recommendations are being implemented” but, she 
said rather sadly, “I feel that there are those who are 
biding their time so that they can get back again”. 
Commenting on_ police complaints that the 
recommendations of the report are undermining them, 
she asked, “How long are they going to use this as an 
excuse for their incompetence?” 

Lee Jasper, secretary of the NAAR, spoke of the failure 
of government policies to tackle the problem of 
institutionalised racism, which has allowed a “blame the 
victim” culture to emerge. 

Sergeant Gurpal Virdi, who was accused of 
distributing racist letters to other officers and sacked 


PJescebstaioi racism is rife not just in the police 
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from his job, has finally received an apology from Sir 
John Stevens, Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. 
He had already been exonerated by an Employment 
Tribunal, which awarded him substantial damages. He 
will be taking up his duties again, he told the audience, 
but he warned,”beware of people who say the right 
words, but have no intention of carrying them out”. 
The person or persons who actually sent the hate mail 
have not been found. 

Among those at conference were several families still 
campaigning for justice for their loved ones who have 
died in policy custody. Sheila Sylvester, mother of Roger, 
who was thrown in the back of a police van and left 
dying on the floor of a police station in full view of 
police officers in January 1999, said she is still 
demanding full disclosure of the details of her son’s 
death. The campaign is also calling for the suspension of 
the eight officers involved and a public enquiry. 

Many speakers expressed opposition to the 
Immigration and Asylum Bill now going through 
Parliament. Lee Jasper slated David Blunkett, the 
Home Secretary, for making speeches that have only 
given comfort to racists by “telling us who we can and 
cannot marry, what language we should speak, forcing 
some of us to prove our allegiance to Britain through 


Lawrence Report conference 
highlights BNP local election threat 


tests”. Other speakers also attacked Blunkett for his 
advice to Asian families to make arranged marriages 
within “the settled community here” rather than going 
abroad. 

The rise in the vote for the British National Party at the 
last general election, which poses a threat to black, 
Muslim and Jewish communities in particular, was a 
cause for concern in the run-up to the local elections. 
In six constituencies the BNP took more than five per 
cent of the vote, retaining their deposits. In three seats 
they won over 10 per cent. 

Misleading figures published by the police, claiming 
that 60% of violent crimes were by blacks attacking 
whites, were blamed for creating a climate that helped 
BNP and C18 activity in the Oldham area. Local activists 
warned the police that these figures would play into the 
hands of the far right, and after scrutiny the figures were 
withdrawn, but the damage had already been done and 
street violence escalated. The BNP’s electoral successes 
last year have given it the impetus to stand candidates 
at the forthcoming local elections. 

Milena Buyun, the NAAR’s organiser, stressed the 
importance of defeating the BNP at the local elections. 
“If they get elected,” she said, “it will have repercussions 
all over the country”. 

In Oldham where local people have been organising to 
keep the racists out for some time, Dick Withecombe 
reported that they were having some success in bringing 
communities together, “the young, the old, Pakistani, 
Kashmiri, Bangladeshi and black people”. 

He called for the organisation “of everybody that can 
be organised against the BNP from wherever they come 
and of whatever persuasion in a single-issue campaign 
to ensure the BNP do not get any candidates elected to 
any local council”. 





GERMANY 
Von Papen descendant jailed 


THE GRANDDAUGHTER of Franz von Papen, Adolf 
Hitler’s ally and predecessor as German Chancellor, 
was jailed for five years on 1 March for taking part in a 
brutal assault on a Greek man. The girl, who was 17 years 
old at the time of the attack in Munich in January 2001, 
was charged with attempted manslaughter and assault 
causing serious bodily harm. 

The court heard that the girl was a member of a gang of 
young nazis who attacked the 31-year-old Greek in the 
street and seriously injured him with kicks and blows. 
Among the gang was her boyfriend, who was sentenced 
to six years’ jail. Two other defendants were jailed for 
three and half years and 15 months. 

The prosecution said the girl, who been drinking, had 
provoked the attack by insulting and hitting the victim. 
When he defended himself, her companions punched 
and kicked him in the head while she urged them on. 
Her boyfriend, already known to the police as a violent 
nazi, had shouted, “Now you must die, you Kanake 
[a pejorative term for foreigner]” as he kicked the man in 
the head and body, while she screamed “Filthy Greek, 
you must die”, and repeatedly kicked him in the head as 
he lay unconscious. 

The Greek man's life was saved by the timely intervention 
of some Turkish youths but a mass battle then erupted as 
60 boneheads who had been at a birthday party in a nearby 
pub poured out to join in the attack. Several more people 
were seriously hurt in the resulting brawl. The girl’s 
boyfriend was knocked unconscious but safe-housed by 
sympathisers in Munich. He was arrested in Rotterdam a 
few days later after an international hunt for him. He had 
been assisted in his escape by Michael Krick, who was 
himself arrested at the Hook of Holland while on his way to 
a Combat 18 meeting in Oldham on 19 January this year. 


LATVIA 
_ §S veterans call off march 


VETERANS OF LATVIAS murderous Waffen SS regiment 
have cancelled their annual march in order to aid the Baltic 
state’s application for Nato membership. “Marching could 
give propaganda to Latvia’s enemies at a time when our 
sole purpose should be to join Nato,” declared Nikolajs 
Romanovskis, leader of the National Soldiers’ Association. 
In previous years, the march to the Freedom Monument in 
Riga on 16 March has degenerated into scuffles as 
veterans of the Red Army staged counter-demonstrations. 

The nazi SS march has been condemned by international 
Jewish and anti-fascist resistance fighters’ organisations. 
This year’s event was cancelled in response to a request by 
Indulis Berzins, the Latvian Foreign Minister, who was 
concerned about possible negative effects on Latvia’s 
image ahead of a Nato summit in November in Prague. 
Nearly all Latvia's prewar Jewish population of 70,000 was 
murdered during the German occupation. About sed = 
= served in the SS Latvian Legion. 





RUSSIA 
PEN calls for fascist leader’s 
~elease 


THE RENOWNED writers’ group International PEN 
has called on Russia to release Eduard Limonov, an 
author and head of the fascist National Bolshevik 
Party. The London-based organisation, which has 
members in 94 countries, issued an official statement 
at the beginning of March saying, “After careful 
consideration of the material available to it, 
International PEN has concluded that there are 
grounds for concern that Eduard Limonov may not be 
granted a fair trial”. 

Limonov was arrested in Siberia on 8 April 2001 by 
the Russian security service, the FSB, two months after 
four activists of his party were arrested for possession 
of weapons. He has been charged with terrorism. 
PEN conceded that many of Limonov’s views “run 
counter to its own character”. 


SPAIN 
Internet nazis seized 


SPANISH POLICE arrested two nazi activists in Madrid on 
8 March. Fernando L.P, 25, allegedly headed a computer 
network of skinhead groups in Spain, while Alberto A.C., 
22, ran a nazi website. The website was discovered as a 
result of a joint investigation with law enforcement 
agencies in the USA. 

Both nazis are members of Juventudes Canillejas. 
Police later confiscated knives, machetes and nazi 
propaganda material such as flags, videos, books and 
shirts. The two men are also suspected of taking part in 
football hooliganism. Several members of their group were 
detained in February. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Hitler book ban stays 


A CZECH PUBLISHER has lost another round in his two- 
year battle to sell a Czech version of Adolf Hitler’s Mein 
Kampf. On 25 February, a Prague court upheld two lower 
court rulings against Michal Zitek, whose Otakar II 
publishing house issued the book two years ago. 
Zitek admits he has printed more than 100,000 copies 
“because of its historical significance”. 

Other publishers have printed Czech versions of 
Mein Kampf but with notes condemning Nazism. 
Police pulled Zitek’s edition off bookshop shelves in 
March 2000 after state prosecutors held that it 
promoted hate groups and racism. In all three 
decisions, the courts have found Zitek guilty of 
promoting a movement that suppresses human 
rights. S 

The latest ruling upholds the penalty imposed by — 
the previous courts, consisting of a three-year = 


suspended jail sentence and a fine of £40,000. A judge S See 


has said he must now pay the fine or go to prison. 
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fighting back against nazis 


Adem 
Sendilmen 
explains 
what 
happened 
when 
fascists 
attacked his 
shop 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


SELDA SENDILMEN has but one birthday wish, “to move 
away from Pirna and be able to live like other people”. 
But for Selda, who turned 21 last month, her wish is for 
the moment just a dream. Instead, she, her two brothers 
aged 23 and 25, her father Adem and her mother Keziban 
are down to appear in the dock of the district court of 
Pirna, a town of 48,000 inhabitants, of whom only 1.2% 
are non-German. Selda fears the worst, “that the judge 
will lock up my brothers and my parents”. 

The state prosecutor's office has charged the Turkish 
family on eight counts of joint involvement in causing 
grievous bodily harm between the start of 2000 and the 
beginning of 2001. The scene of the alleged crimes is 
the family’s restaurant, the Antalya Grill, in the heart 
of the pedestrian area of Pirna’s old town. The crimes of 
which they are accused occurred mainly after sunset 
and the prosecution witnesses, whom the spokesman of 
the Pirna district court also describes as “victims”, are 
two dozen extreme right-wingers from Pirna and the 
surrounding Elbsandstein hills. 

Among these “witnesses” are prominent activists of 
the local nazi group Skinheads Sachsische Schweiz 
(SSS), which had close links with the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands and was 
outlawed in April 2000. Two months after the ban, police 
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raids uncovered an arsenal of weapons including more 
than two kilograms of TNT, grenades, detonators, 
ammunition and pistols. 

To the public prosecutor's office, however, it seems 
everything is quite simple in the Sendilmen case. Every 
time a shaven head appeared in front of their restaurant 
window, allege the prosecutors, the family lashed out. 
On several occasions, 51-year-old Adem is said to have 
attacked up to 20 boneheads with a kebab knife while 
Selda is supposed to have used her fists to deal with 
these representatives of “German” culture. 

Selda and her father remember the cited incidents 
quite differently. In fact, since their small restaurant, of 
which the window is optimistically painted with a 
golden sun and a blue cloud, opened four years ago, 
it has been attacked by right-wing extremists on eight 
occasions. 

Selda has documented these assaults on her family’s 
property and has diligently kept a folder full of press 
cuttings about the incidents. They indicate clearly that 
the family’s ordeal started on 1 May 1998. 

On that day, in not-too-distant Leipzig more than 


‘4,000 nazis demonstrated, among them a delegation 


from Pirna and the surrounding area. “During the 
evening 15 men and four women stormed into 
the restaurant and completely trashed the place,” 
recalls Selda, who needed 14 days’ sick leave after the 
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attack. The police arrested those responsible but 
nobody was charged. 

Today, Selda is convinced that the failure to prosecute 
the nazis at the time only encouraged them to go 
further. Subsequent incidents followed a distinct 
pattern. For example, on 27 February 2000 Adem 
noticed the notorious SSS activist Thomas R. hanging 
around and taking photographs of the restaurant. 
Shortly afterwards, a dozen young men appeared 
outside the building bawling “Foreigners out”, “Shit 
Turks” and “We'll torch your business”. 

Selda says she called and then waited for the police, 
but they did not bother to turn up. Assisted by some 
guests, the family managed to put the fascists to flight. 
“We had no choice but to defend ourselves,” states 
Selda calmly. 

The public prosecutor's office has a different view, 
namely that the Sendilmens deliberately armed 
themselves with pool cues, baseball bats, iron bars and 
stun-guns and chased the nazis through the pedestrian 
zone. Gerhard Wellner, a spokesman for the Pirna police, 
rejects the claim that the police did not react. “We have 
attended every time we have been summoned,” he said. 

Selda finds it difficult to believe in the protection 
of the police. She relates how on the afternoon of 
4 November 2000, on the fringes of a demonstration 
by 700 people against the far right, dozens of nazis 
turned up in front of the Antalya Grill, undisturbed by 
the police. 

Producing an article from the Sdchsische Zeitung 
Adem describes what happened next. Under a 
photograph clearly showing him with a piece of wood in 
his hand, it states that he started to chase the nazis with 
a “kebab knife”. The article also claims that he had 
waved a Turkish flag from a window and thrown an 
ashtray shortly before. Selda is alleged to have hit a 
policewoman in the face. 

A large crack in the restaurant main window is a 
reminder of the last incident at the Antalya Grill, in 
January 2001, when fascists bombarded the restaurant 
with stones. Keziban still has to contend with pain from 
a foot joint shattered that day. Since then an uneasy 
peace has prevailed. 

But Adem, who has lived in Germany for 32 years, 
cannot sleep at night. “The stress has made me ill,” 
he says. He has blood high pressure, suffers from 
diabetes and is almost blind in one eye. During sleepless 
nights he sits at the window of the flat above the 
restaurant and waits “for them to come again’. 

Wellner says that to ease the situation the Sendilmens 
were invited last spring to talks with city officials and 
representatives of the public prosecutor's office in an 
attempt to find a solution. “We earnestly appealed to the 
family not to take the law into its own hands but to call 
us immediately. This type of self-administered justice’, 
he complains, “is difficult for us to understand”. 

Police have described the tormentors of the 
Sendilmen family as “presumed members of a criminal 
gang”. This fits Thomas R. like a glove. When the criminal 
police raided the homes of 65 “presumed members” of 
the SSS in summer 2000, they found so-called “enemy 
lists” with the addresses and photographs of “political 
opponents” at the home of Thomas R., a 23-year-old car 
mechanic. 

Opinions vary as to the effectiveness of state measures 
to tackle the SSS. Leo Blech, who was a senior policeman 
in Pirna until the end of November 2000 and is now 
chairman of the Saxon Network Against Right-wing 
Extremism and Xenophobia, reckons that “the SSS is 


continuing its activities’ but these are “better 
camouflaged than before”. This is echoed by the state 
Office for the Protection of the Constitution in typical 
German officialese: “Persons from the members’ circle 
of the forbidden SSS still concern themselves with right- 
extremist ideas and participate in meetings of 
right-extremist organisations.” 

As recently as 13 February, Thomas R. was a highly 
visible steward at a nazi demonstration in Dresden. 
Blech believes the 120 skinheads who belong to the 
“hard core” are a social lost cause, a matter for the police 
and law. He reports that Afro-German families avoid 
some public places in Pirna for fear of attack and do not 
use the trams any more. 

Ernst Brandt, spokesman of the Pirna district court, is 
irritated when such matters are raised with him. In his 
view repeated headlines about nazis in the region “are 
not mirrored in the number of trials of extreme right- 
wingers in the district court”. The number is rather small 
but he is reluctant to offer any explanation of why this is. 
Blech has an answer, however, “Right-wing extremism 
here comes from the centre of society”. 

Blech does not want to comment on the Sendilmen 
family’s trial because some of the most hotly disputed 
incidents occurred during his period of office. Likewise, 
Brandt prefers not to say any more about what he calls 
“a difficult investigation’. 

But people strolling through the pedestrian precinct 
of an afternoon are more forthcoming. “The Turks only 
have themselves to blame,” says a well dressed 33-year- 
old woman, “they should shut up or go home”. 

Home to Selda is her birthplace, Berlin, and she would 
gladly return there but the family’s four-year 
“adventure” in eastern Germany has swallowed up their 
savings. “We are living with a mountain of debt because 
fewer people are eating at the restaurant,” she explains. 

Recently, a young girl told her that she had been 
warned about “evil foreigners” by her teacher. And since 
a local newspaper revealed the previous convictions of 
her brother and mother - “because of a family row’, 
Selda stressed — business has deteriorated further. 
Selda no longer expects support from people in Pirna. 
“There are people who like us’, she avows, “but they are 
scared to show it.” 


Adem 
Sendilmen 
at work in 
his shop, the 
Antalya Grill 
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Italians living 
in Britain 
protest 
against the 
Berlusconi 
government 
outside the 
Italian 
embassy in 
London last 
month 

















Guilty verdict fails 


to halt rewriting 
of history 


by Alfio Bernabei 


THE BOMB that killed 85 people at Bologna railway 
station on 2 August 1980 was planted by Luigi 
Ciavardini, a court ruled last month. He was acting 
alongside Francesca Mambro and Valerio Fioravanti, 
members of NAR (Nuclei Armati Rivoluzionari), a fascist 
organisation that played a pivotal role in the so-called 
strategy of tension in the 1970s and early 1980s. 

While Fioravanti and Mambro, as well as leading 
members of the Secret Service and the P2 Masonic 
lodge, were found guilty of active involvement or 
conspiracy several years ago, Ciavardini’s guilty verdict 
was held up by bureaucratic delays because he was not 
yet 18 at the time. 

On the eve of the massacre Ciavardini was with 
Mambro and Fioravanti when he called friends in Rome 
to advise them not to travel through Bologna on 
2 August. The alibi the three of them concocted for that 
day, a visit to a market place in Padua, collapsed through 
a series of contradictory statements. 

The NAR were formed in 1978 by Valerio and Cristiano 
Fioravanti, Alessandro Alibrandi, Mambro and other 
fascists. Many of its members came from the Third 
Position, a fascist movement founded by Roberto Fiore, 
the fugitive from justice who fled to London and is now 
the leader of Forza Nuova with links to the BNP and 
other groups in Spain, Germany and Ireland. 

In spite of their differences there was a common root to 
all the fascist groups that sprang up in Italy in the postwar 
period. They were inspired by the Movimento Sociale 
Italiano, inheritor of Salo Republic and the organisation 
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Benito Mussolini set up in 1943 under the 
control of the Third Reich. One of the 
postwar leaders of the MSI was 
Gianfranco Fini, who is now deputy 
Prime Minister of Italy in Silvio 
Berlusconi's government. Another was 
Pino Rauti who only last year made an 
electoral agreement with Berlusconi's 
Forza Italia Party in order to ensure 
political control of parts of southern Italy. 

Swastikas were in open display at the 
annual congress of the Northern League, 
another member of _ Berlusconi’s 
coalition government. The Italian media 
magnate attended the event, still 
brimming with joy following the public 
display of friendship displayed by 
the British Prime Minister Tony Blair. 
“Blair and I are best friends’, boasted 
Berlusconi during the press conference 
the two held in Rome on 16 February 
following their agreement on labour and economic 
reforms. Shaking hands with the British Prime Minister 
one day, making deals with the MSI and walking past the 
swastikas of his minister and Northern League president 
Umberto Bossi the next, is something that Berlusconi, 
former member of the P2 Masonic lodge, can do so 
easily, and why should Downing Street be bothered? 
After all the thousands of British families who lost their 
relatives fighting against the Nazis have not yet 
protested. 

The United Nations has protested, albeit on another 
issue. The Italian Navy has been given unspecified 
powers to stop and search vessels in the Mediterranean 
in order to make it difficult for clandestine immigrants 
to reach the Italian coast. Last month more than 50 
immigrants drowned. A Navy vessel was standing by. 
Those responsible for delaying the launch of rescue 
boats towards a ship that was in danger of capsizing are 
unlikely to be prosecuted. The xenophobic climate has 
almost given tacit approval to such _ tragedies. 
“Immigrants are animals to be kept in a ghetto behind 
iron bars. And let them kill each other’, declared a 
member of the Northern League. Bossi himself is among 
those who are encouraging Italian women to procreate 
and have larger families “so that Italy will not need 
foreign workers”. 

The Bossi-Fini anti-immigration legislation passed 
last month, according to a representative of the 
Opposition, “stops the right of asylum seekers and views 
immigrants as a danger to society or as tools of 
economic exploitation”. The government is trying to 
keep Italy white and makes it impossible to create good 
relations between Italians and foreigners. 

In the meantime the rehabilitation of fascism is 
moving ahead with plans to change the Italian 
Constitution, which was written after 1945 by people 
who took part in the Resistance against Hitler and 
Mussolini. In Bergamo, northern Italy, attempts are 
being made to outlaw anti-fascism. The fascist anthem 
of Mussolini’s Salo Republic has been broadcast and 
meetings are held under the banner “Mussolini, man of 
peace”. In Turin a local councillor managed to belittle a 
ceremony held to honour the 14 lecturers, out of a total 
of 1,250, who in the 1930s refused to sign the oath of 
allegiance to fascism. And in Bologna itself, where the 
monument commemorating the 85 victims bears 
the words “fascist massacre”, attempts are being made 
to have the word “fascist” erased. 





HUNGARY 
Antisemitic mandarin sacked 


A HIGH-RANKING Hungarian civil servant has been 
fired from his post as head of the Budapest Public 
Administrative Office after he urged voters to cast their 
votes for the antisemitic Hungarian Life and Justice 
Party (MIEP) in elections on 7 and 21 April. Dr Laszl6é 
Grespik’s remarks got him hauled before an Interior 
Ministry disciplinary inquiry, which ruled that he 
should be dismissed. 

This is not the first political scandal involving Grespik, 
who used his position to block house purchase 
applications by non-Hungarians, especially Germans 
and Israelis, where such purchases “challenge the public 
interest”. Many of his decisions were overruled by the 
courts. 

Grespik fancies himself as an amateur historian and 
three years ago pronounced, “While human DNA has 
two or three spirals within a given length, the DNA of 
the Hungarian race has nine ... which is identical to 
the number of rotations of light from the planet 
Sirius when it reaches the Earth. The cosmic origin 
of Hungarian intelligence, the Hungarian soul and 
the Hungarian mind are a result of this fact and the 
Hungarian race is a chosen one.” 

This nonsense was published two years ago in Magyar 
Democrata, a magazine with extreme right-wing leanings 
and close ties to the government. Grespik has also 
expounded his strange theories about modern Hungarian 
cultural history on one of the most popular programmes 
on Kossuth-Radio, a public broadcasting station. 

His dismissal has yet to be ratified by Prime Minister 
Viktor Orban. Orban’s failure to act can only strengthen 
suspicions that the present government is prepared to 
take the racist MIEP into a coalition government, if the 
need arises. After all Budapest is not very far from Vienna. 


FRANCE 

FN councillor banned from 
holding office 

A PROMINENT MEMBER of the fascist Front National (FN) 
was convicted of inciting racial hatred on 21 February after a 
court heard how he took part in a gathering of nazis chanting 
“Death to Jews”. Jean-Yves Douissard, an elected member of 
the Lorraine regional council in eastern France, and William 
Renard, another FN member, received 18-month suspended 
jail terms and were banned from holding public office for five 
years. Two fascists who organised the 1999 meeting, 
Christophe Klein and Cedric Begin, were also found guilty and 
jailed for 23 months and 18 months respectively. 

Since the gathering, Klein and Begin have been expelled 
from the FN, whose volcanic leader Jean-Marie Le Pen is 
running in France’s presidential election. Opinion polls give 
73-year-old Le Pen about 10% of the vote in the first round 
of the election on 21 April. 

Douissard, 51, and his three co-defendants were taking 
part in a rally of more than 80 right-wing activists from 
France and across Europe to celebrate the Winter Solstice, 
a favourite nazi festival, on 19 December 1999. They were 
identified after the chance discovery of a videofilm made by 
one of those present which showed the revellers — gathered 
under a Nazi flag at a remote chalet in the Vosges 
mountains — singing and giving Hitler salutes. The court 
heard that Klein had shouted “Death to Jews” and joined in 
singing antisemitic songs and chants. Douissard told the 
court that he had wanted to leave, but “the weather was 
too bad”. 
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Nazis await verdict for vicious 
assault 


FOR SURAFEL GETACHEW, a 20-year-old Ethiopian im- 
migrant, New Year’s Eve 2000 was an unpleasant turning 
point in his life. He is still suffering from the injuries he 
sustained from being attacked and beaten up by a gang 
of nazis in the southern Norwegian town of Kristiansand. 

“I am still struggling with anxiety and | never feel 
safe any more,” Surafel explains in an interview for 
Searchlight. “| also have spasms in my legs and suffer 
from double vision when looking to the side.” 

Surafel had lived in Kristiansand for only six months 
when a friend invited him to a New Year party. What the 
two lads did not know was that a bunch of nazis 
inflamed by drink were having their celebration just 
around the corner. 

“At a quarter to midnight, we went out to see the 
fireworks,” says Surafel, “but in the street we met a 
gang of nazis. My friends left, but | stayed since | knew 
one of them and thought that they would not harm me.” 

They most certainly did, for the last thing Surafel can 
remember is two bottles being smashed against his head. 
According to a witness, the nazis were shouting 
“Sieg Heil”. Bleeding, Surafel managed to run 50 metres 
before collapsing unconscious. He has since heard that 
the nazis pursued and kicked him as he lay on the ground. 

“If you saw the picture taken of me after the assault”, 
he says, “you would not have recognised me”. He 
remembers nothing of what happened before he regained 
consciousness at his mother’s home. “I was in a coma for 
two days, the next week | was walking around, but | 
remember nothing from that period.” Doctors treating his 
injuries diagnosed a cranial fracture and a_ brain 
haemorrhage, and he is about 40% disabled as a result. 

In March last year, five young nazis, among them such 
infamous thugs as Mikkel Vetvik, Kim Hugo Hansen and 
Andreas Bang Langeid, went on trial for the attack 
charged with serious assault. Surafel had to go back to 
Kristiansand to testify against them. “The worst thing 
was meeting them and seeing their faces. A visiting nazi 
was found to be toting a knife and that scared me. | left 
Kristiansand as soon as possible after giving evidence.” 

The prosecution is demanding only two years’ 
imprisonment for the three alleged main perpetrators, 
which Surafel finds “outrageous”. He emphasises that 
he “could have been dead, or paralysed” and points out 
angrily, “Il do not think the court system and the police 
take the nazis seriously. We should show clearly that 
we do not want anything to do with these people.” 

The verdict is awaited as Searchlight goes to press. 
For Vetvik, however, another date with the court system 
has already been written into his diary. On 9 April he 
will appear in court in Bergen, together with his nazi 
drinking companion, Trond Christian Langeland Trygg, 
charged with another assault, this time in Bergen. 

Vetvik and Trygg will not be the only nazis appearing 
in front of a judge in April. In Oslo, Alexander 
Kristoffersen, leader of the nazi goon squad Bootboys, 
will go on trial for a racially motivated assault on a taxi 
driver. According to the charge sheet, Kristoffersen 
also threatened to kill his victim and is charged with 
attempted extortion of money. Nice people. 
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Uniformed 
Curt Linusson 
under the 
Nazi banner 
at a Legion 
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ON A SUNNY DAY in May 1999, some 20 uniformed 
troopers lined up and stood to attention at a farmhouse 
near Vara in central Sweden. The scene could have been 
a Swedish army field training exercise but for the 
unusual paraphernalia on display. 

The background was dominated by a swastika banner. 
The uniforms — ordinary Swedish army greens bought 
from a surplus store — had been modified with the 
German eagle, a swastika and a brand new symbol, 
the badge of the Legion Wasa. Welcome, one might say, 
to the latest addition to the Association of Uniformed 
Loonies, and it might even have been laughable except 
for the number of actual soldiers present. 

The host of the exercise was Curt Linusson, 58, a 
veteran of the local Home Defence unit and of the 
Volunteer Army Officers Education Service (FBU), both 
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subsidiary bodies of the regular Swedish army. Linusson 
was fired late in 2000 from both organisations after the 
media showed interest in his extracurricular nazi 
activities, not least the fact that he had launched a 
private army to prepare for race war. 

An investigation by the Swedish anti-fascist magazine 
Expo into the rank and file of Linusson’s “army” has now 
revealed that a majority of the Legion Wasa membership 
consists of convicted violent criminals and nazis. 

Legion Wasa’s purpose has been clear from the start: 
“Legion Wasa’s aim is to prepare for the coming conflict. 
In the Legion you are trained — one for all and all for one 
— in the struggle against a common enemy,” writes 
Linusson in an internal membership notice. 

Linusson’s “army” is recruited from young war fans, 
uniform fetishists and nazis. A film of its founding 
meeting seen by Expo makes clear that the bulk of the 
foot soldiers are activists of the National Socialist Front 
(NSF). The Legion, however, is not just rhetoric and 
prancing about in uniform. Its four meetings every year 
in isolated forests provide regular military training 
exercises. An army veteran, Linusson makes sure the 
equipment list is appropriate with water bottles, 
sleeping bags and so on. 

The only visible concession to Swedish law, which 
prohibits privately organised armed exercises, is that the 
participants are —- for the moment - equipped only with 
air guns. 


Yearning for war 

In 1997 Linusson was a member of the Swedish United 
Nations battalion engaged in a peace-keeping role in 
Bosnia. His private letters spell out that the experience 
was a disappointment. He went to Bosnia wishing for 
war and hoping to end up in a fighting unit. By 1997, 
however, the war was quietening down and Linusson 
was ordered to help repair roads in order to improve the 
mobility of the S-For Units. 

“We all went home,” he writes. “After that I was almost 
obsessed by wanting to participate in war.” Linusson 
returned several times to former Yugoslavia and 
attempted to enrol in private militias or mercenary 
outfits. However, at the time the market for mercenaries 
was declining. 

Frustrated, he then leapt at a new possibility. During 


the war, the so-called Viking Platoon - a small 
mercenary unit mostly composed of Swedish misfits 
and wannabe warriors — had been formed to fight on the 
Croatian side. Linusson quickly enrolled in this outfit 
but the whole scheme fell apart and the mercenaries 
returned without firing a single shot. Realising now that 
he had to take the initiative, Linusson started building 
his own army, Legion Wasa. 


Kept in the dark 

While preparing for Legion Wasa’s first field exercise, 
Linusson was suddenly asked to go to the security police 
headquarters for a little chat. There is no record of what 
was said but the exercise was suddenly postponed. 

The request for an interview suggests that the security 
police had Linusson under observation and was aware 
of his extracurricular military activities. Despite this, 
the police did not inform the local army staff, the Home 
Defence or national army headquarters that Linusson 
was secretly forming a nazi private army. 

It should be remembered that this took place in 1999, 
when Sweden was up in arms over nazi terrorist 
activities that resulted in a double police killing in 
Malexander, the car bombing of the anti-fascist 
journalists Peter Karlsson and Katarina Larsson and 
later the coldblooded assassination of the trade unionist 
Bjorn Séderberg. 

It was not until well into 2000, when the media 
revealed that Linusson had fronted the hire of a public 


| 


An army of nazis and 
convicted criminals 


TWENTY-THREE RECRUITS have taken part in Legion 
Wasa’s military training exercises. Curt Linusson, the 
legion’s self-styled chief of staff, will not disclose their 
names but says he has no knowledge that any of his 
soldiers have criminal convictions. Expo, however, has 
taken a close look at the legion’s membership file, made 
up of three women and 20 men. 

No fewer than 14 have criminal convictions. 
Together, they have over 30 sentences for crimes 
including robbery, arson, assault and _ battery, 
harassment, rioting and incitement to racial hatred on 
their inventory. Five members, three of whom have 








venue for the National Socialist Front’s annual 
celebration of Hitler’s coming to power, that the regular 
army discovered it had a nazi in its midst. 

The army did not conceal its criticism of the security 
police: “We knew nothing of his activities before the 
media made us aware of it,” said Mikael Hjort, chairman 
of the local FBU unit. “It took us all by surprise. 
We swiftly called an extraordinary meeting and removed 
him from the organisation.” 

“Rumour has it that Linusson may have persuaded 
some FBU youths to join him, and that there are others 
with similar views in the organisation, but again, we 
have no confirmation that this is so,” he added. 

Linusson claims his exercises are preparation for a 
“coming conflict’, but when Expo contacted him he was 
reluctant to spell out what the “coming conflict” will be. 
He did say however: “I have read the Protocols of the 
Learned Elders of Zion. Of course, we who belong to 
national socialism or patriotism think it contains a 
certain truth.” 

Asked whether the preparations for conflict were 
preparations for race war, he was even more evasive: 
“Of course we who are part of Legion Wasa are better 
prepared if the war begins”. As to whether Legion Wasa 
is preparing to fight ZOG, Zionist Occupation 
Government, the nazi acronym for the Jews, Linusson 
claimed he was not too well informed about such 
matters, but vaguely agreed: “Yes, it is the Jews, but most 
of all global Zionism”. 


been sentenced to prison for more than a year, have 
serious criminal convictions. 

Seven of the “legionnaires” have had full military 
training from the regular Swedish army and are currently 
on the active list in case of war. One activist is 
currently serving in the military and being trained at the 
Navy Battle Flotilla base outside Stockholm. 

Another activist has previously been exempted from 
the army, while six belong to the so-called “training 
reserve”; they have not been called up for military 
service, mainly because of military spending cuts, but 
could be if required. 

Below is Legion Wasa’s membership file city by city, 
with criminal convictions, military background and 
political affiliation. : 

Eskilstuna: Bo, 56. Five convictions for assault, wife 
beating, illegal threats and incitement to riot, among 
other things, and is serving two and a half years for 
arson. He is a former deputy party leader of the fascist 
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Legion Wasa 
gathers at the 
grave of Gésta 
Hallberg-Cuula, 
a Swedish 
volunteer killed 
in the Soviet- 
Finnish winter 
war, whose 
death nazis 
commemorate 
annually 
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Sweden Democrats but is currently on the national 
executive of the National Socialist Front (NSF). 
Eskilstuna: Dennis, 24. Two convictions for robbery 
and incitement to racial hatred. He is a “training reserve” 
member and is associated with the NSF. 

Karlskrona: Patrik, 29. Convicted for incitement to 
racial hatred. A Coastal Defence signaller, he is 
associated with the NSF. 

Karlskrona: Anders, 26. Convictions for vandalism and 
inciting racial hatred. A member of the “training 
reserve”, he was a founding member of the NSF and sits 
on the party executive. 

Karlskrona: Samantha, 23. No convictions and no 
army background but is associated with the NSF and 
Blood and Honour, and attended the funeral of the 
German-Danish nazi Marcel Schilf. 
Kungsbacka-Gothenburg: Per, 25. Fined for having a 
stick of Dynamex explosive in his home, he has an army 
background and is an NSF contact in Gothenburg. 
Skara: Mattias, 25. No convictions and no military 
background nor any known nazi affiliation. 

Skovde: Henrik, 26. Exempted from military service, 
his previous nazi links include the National Alliance and 
the Nordic Reichs Party. He is a subscriber to the pro- 
terrorist Info-14 magazine. 

Stockholm: Morgan, 31. Convictions include theft, 
shoplifting, car theft, forgery and two cases of assault. 





A masked Curt |” 


Linusson at a 
Legion Wasa 
exercise rally 
point in 

April 2000. 
(Photo: Mikael 
Ekman/Expo) 


Legion Wasa 
march for 
training 
exercise. 
(Photo: Mikael 
Ekman/Expo) 
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He was formerly in the regular infantry and has surfaced 
at various Blood and Honour and white power hate 
music gigs. 

Storfors: Fredrik, 23. Convictions include car theft and 
illegal threats. He belongs to the “training reserve”, is 
linked with the NSF and is an Info-14 subscriber. 
Solvesborg: André, 27. Three convictions, including 
one for assault. He was a transport soldier in the army 
and is associated with NSF. 

Trollhattan: Danne, 24. He has criminal convictions but 
was a group leader in an Armoured Assault Brigade in 
the regular army. He has links to the NSF and Blood and 
Honour. 

Trollhattan: Patrik, 22. He has no criminal convictions 
and belongs to the “training reserve”. He is associated 
with the NSF. 

Trolihattan: Andreas, 23. No criminal record, belongs 
to the “training reserve” and has connections with the 
NSF and Blood and Honour. 

Orebro: Jonas, 26. Convictions include assault, serious 
assault, rioting and incitement of racial hatred. Served as 
an army engineer in the Northern Brigade. A local leader 
of the NSF, he is also an Info-14 subscriber. 
Orebro: Catherine, 25, No criminal record nor any 
military background but is associated with the NSF. 
Orebro: Mikael, 24. Convictions for theft, car theft, 
drunken driving and vandalism. In the army, he was a guard 
at a storage facility but has no known nazi affiliation. 
Orebro: Maria, 23. Fined for breaking weapons laws. 
No military background, but is an associate of the NSF 
and the group around the nazi magazine Nordland. 
Orebro: Johnny, 20. No criminal conviction. Is currently 
being trained, with a high security classification, in the 
Navy Battle Flotilla outside Stockholm. He has no known 
nazi affiliations. 

Orebro: Fredrik, 20. One minor criminal conviction, 
belongs to the “training reserve” and is an associate of 
the NSF. 

Orebro: Daniel, 20. Convicted for serious assault and 
battery and inciting racial hatred and sentenced to 18 
months’ jail. He has not yet been reviewed for military 
service and is associated with the NSF. 

Orebro: Lars, 19. Still without any known criminal 
convictions, he has not yet been reviewed for military 
service and is associated with the NSF. 

Orebro: Svein, 33, a Norwegian citizen. Two con- 
victions for serious assault and is currently serving four 
and a half years in prison. He is linked with the NSF. 
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White Riot The violent story of Combat 18 


@ The inside account of the nazi terror group Combat 18. 


How a small group of people tried to instigate a race war in 
Britain and Sweden. 


Exclusive interviews with over 30 people involved in C18 since 


1992 including Steve Sargent and David Myatt. 
How the police and internal paranoia destroyed the organisation. 
16 pages of photos. 





White Riot is the inside story of Combat 18, from its inception as a stewarding THE VIOLENT i STORY OF 
group for the British National Party, to instigating bombing campaigns in COMBAT 18 
Britain and Scandinavia. Through exclusive interviews. and direct observation, 
White Riot offers a unique insight into the minds, backgrounds and motivation of the leaders of C18. 

The book exposes the secret links between C18 and loyalist paramilitaries, violent football thugs and 
the international music scene. 


White Riot travels with C18 at home and abroad, to its internal meetings and violent attacks. 
White Riot is the definitive story of Combat 18. 
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An eight-page exposé of Britain’s nazis, 
jointly published by Searchlight and the Anti Nazi League. : 
Available at £1. Bulk orders at £20 for 25 post-free. @ 


Mr Evil. Jointly written by Searchlight co-editor Nick Lowles, this sensational book 
reveals how David Copeland embarked on his reign of terror. It details the huge, 

| troubled police operation launched to track him down and draws on his startling police 
_ confession, psychiatric reports, family interviews and correspondence between him and 
the authors while he was in Broadmoor. £14.99 including p&p. 


Order Form Indicate number of copies in boxes 
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By Graeme Atkinson: Based on an 
article by Yair Ettinger in Ha’aretz, 
8 February 2002 


Court says Jewish journalist was 
“morally responsible” for 
antisemite’s death 


IN 1995, the noted Austrian Jewish journalist Karl Pfeifer, 
now Searchlight’s Austrian correspondent, exposed the 
Nazi parlance used in the writings of the political scientist 
Dr Werner Pfeifenberger. What followed demonstrates how 
the far right is using the legal system to attack Austrian 
democracy. 

Pfeifenberger had written a right-wing extremist and 
revisionist article, which lost him his job and led to him 
being prosecuted under Austrian laws banning Nazi 
activities. But he committed suicide before the trial could 
open. 

The legal battle surrounding Pfeifenberger is still raging. 
Its continuation, some commentators believe, is strongly 
linked to changes that have taken place in Austria under 
the coalition government of the conservative Chancellor 
Wolfgang Schussel, supported by Jorg Haider’s right-wing 
extremist Freedom Party (FPO). 

At the beginning of 1995, the year book published by 
the FPO’s political academy included an article by 
Dr Pfeifenberger entitled “Internationalism versus 
Nationalism: eternal animosity”. In it he set out his own 
peculiar version of 2,000 years of European history, 
claiming that the Jews, or “the Internationalists” as they 
are termed in antisemitic jargon and in the title of the 
article, stood behind the most decisive events in 
the continent’s history. It was the Jews and _ their 
“socialist values” who influenced the early Christians in 
Europe; it was the Jews who fomented the French 
Revolution; it was the Jews who played a key role in 
suppressing opposition in Russia and, not least, it was 
“the Jews who threatened war against Germany in 1933”. 
In a sideswipe, Pfeifenberger also blamed the USA for 
“reeducating” the Germans after 1945. 

Soon after Pfeifenberger’s diatribe appeared, Pfeifer 
replied with an article in the Austrian Jewish community's 
monthly paper, of which he was editor at the time in 
addition to his position as Israel Radio's correspondent 
in Vienna. 

In an article headed “(Neo-)Nazi tones in the Freedom 
Party’s Yearbook”, Pfeifer quoted from Pfeifenberger’s 
piece and accused him of reviving “the old Nazi myth of the 
international Jewish conspiracy”. In retaliation, 
Pfeifenberger brought a libel case against Pfeifer and the 
Jewish community, demanding £14,000 in damages. 

The first court to hear the case requested a legal opinion 
by Professor Rudolf Ardelt, a historian from the University 
of Linz, who verified what Pfeifer had written. In 1997, 
Pfeifer and his co-respondents won their case in two 
Viennese courts. A year later, the rulings were confirmed by 
the Vienna regional high court to which Pfeifenberger had 
appealed. 

Pfeifenberger’s failed libel suit now backfired on him. 
In Germany, where he taught at the University of Munster, 
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Social Democratic MPs expressed concern in Parliament 
about “antisemitic tendencies” in his article and the state 
government of Nordrhein-Westfalen fired him. In April, 
1998, he found work at another higher education institute, 
but only as a researcher. 

In Austria members of the Social Democratic Party and 
the Green Party condemned Pfeifenberger’s article and 
called for legal action against him and the FPO, as 
publisher. On 15 February 2000, 11 days after the 
formation of the Schtissel-FPO government, when Vienna 
was facing a boycott by other European Union member 
states, the prosecutor-general of Vienna signed a letter 
accusing Pfeifenberger of violating federal laws prohibiting 
Nazi activity, an offence punishable by up to 20 years’ 
imprisonment. 

The trial never started because, on 13 May 2000, 
Pfeifenberger took his own life. 


Pfeifer’s “man-hunt” 

Three weeks after Pfeifenberger’s suicide, Zur Zeit, an 
extreme right-wing Austrian weekly closely associated with 
the coalition government parties, published an article titled 
“Deadly moral terror.” Its author, Erwin Steinberger, 
recounted Pfeifenberger’s life history and claimed that 
his death was the result of a conspiracy against him. 
Citing parts of Pfeifer’s article, he claimed, “Karl Pfeifer 
embarked on a man-hunt which, in the end, caused the 
death of a hunted man”. 

The “Catholic” publisher and chief editor of Zur Zeit, 
which receives an annual government subsidy of £35,000, 
is Andreas Molzer, a former cultural adviser to Haider. His 
co-publishers are Johann Josef Dengler, a former Austrian 
ambassador and member of Schtissel’s Austrian People’s 
Party, and John Gudenus, a federal councillor and FPO 
member. Zur Zeit, it should be noted, has also published 
articles accusing Jews of ritual murder and denying the 
Holocaust. 

Alongside the Steinberger article, under the headline, 
“Portraits of the gang of hunters”, were pen-portraits of ten 
academics, politicians and journalists who had criticised or 
acted against Pfeifenberger. At the top of the list was 
Pfeifer, the “Jewish journalist”. 

This time, it was Pfeifer who brought libel proceedings — 
against Zur Zeit for accusing him of responsibility for 
Pfeifenberger’s death. In March 2001, a court ordered Zur 
Zeit to pay him £2,700 in damages but the magazine 
appealed to the Vienna regional high court. 

“The moment | knew the identity of the judge who would 
sit on the case, | had a bad feeling,” says Pfeifer. “A short 
while before the case was heard, this judge, Doris Trieb, 
forced the Austrian weekly News to pay Haider 
compensation for publishing a political cartoon in which he 
appeared with small horns, arguing that since Haider is not 
the devil, one cannot depict him with horns.” 

Last October, appeal court judges concluded that there 
was nothing libellous in the Zur Zeit article, because the 
author had not accused Pfeifer of directly causing 
Pfeifenberger’s death. “The facts described in the article,” 
ruled Ms Trieb, “lead the reader ... to reach a conclusion 
concerning moral responsibility only”. She agreed that 
Pfeifer had not killed Pfeifenberger outright and therefore 
was not criminally responsible for his death, but — as 
Zur Zeit had claimed — was “morally responsible”. 

Pfeifer explains: “The judge pointed her finger at me and 
said, ‘Herr Pfeifer, your article was the beginning of an 
avalanche that led to the Greens and the Social Democrats 
to cause Pfeifenberger to lose his job’. In my 20 years as a 
journalist, | have covered trials in Austria and | have never 
seen a judge point at a defendant that way, much less a 


plaintiff.” He continued, “From a legal point of view, it meant 
that extreme right-wing journalists now enjoy protection and 
can write that | caused his death. And they really are writing 
this, always mentioning me as the Jewish journalist.” 

As a result of the publicity surrounding the case, nazi 
Internet sites have recycled the Zur Zeit article, together with 
Pfeifer’s picture and have attacked him even more viciously. 

In the shadow of Trieb’s ruling, on 31 January, Pfeifer 
lost another libel action against the editor of Zur Zeit. 
The case concerned a fundraising letter that Molzer sent to 
Zur Zeit’s subscribers at the beginning of last year which 
repeated the accusation that Pfeifer had caused 
Pfeifenberger’s death. 

A passage from Molzer’s long-winded begging letter 
reads: “Then there is the case of Karl Pfeifer v Zur Zeit. 
The long-time editor of the Jewish community’s newspaper 
was pinpointed on the occasion of Professor 
Pfeifenberger’s death as a member of the shooting party 
that drove the conservative political scientist to his death. 
As everybody knows, an investigation was opened against 
Pfeifenberger under Austria’s anti-Nazi laws because of his 
statements in the Freedom Party’s Yearbook 1995. 
The Jewish journalist Karl Pfeifer denounced these 
statements for their “Nazi tone” and, as a result, 
unleashed the legal avalanche against Pfeifenberger. When 
Zur Zeit ventured to show that this was the cause of 
[Pfeifenberger’s] suicide, Pfeifer prosecuted. The most 
time-consuming, expensive and difficult proceedings 
ensued as usual, naturally accompanied by a media 
campaign in the left-wing press.” 


Repercussions 

Karl Pfeifer is a victim not only of antisemitism but also of 
an attack on the foundations of Austrian democracy and 
press freedom, a fact readily grasped by the Journalists’ 
Association, which decided to meet his legal expenses. 

Austria has strong laws against Nazi activity, but they are 
a double-edged sword. When a journalist writes about 
something that is not an outright criminal offence but that 
should be condemned, the government declares it is 
against the law to make allegations of antisemitism or 
“nazi tones”. This gives the right and extreme right the 
opportunity to use the law against journalists and others 
who speak out against the nazi phenomena rampant in 
Austria today. 

Pfeifer did not sue Pfeifenberger, but did his duty as a 
journalist by vigorously criticising Pfeifenberger’s article. 
“Now”, he told Searchlight, “they are asking, ‘Why didn’t 
Pfeifer go to court? If he says that Pfeifenberger is an 
extreme right-winger, then he is also saying that he is a 
nazi and so he should have pressed charges against him.’” 


Weich unneitige 


“Zustande im -Heiligen Land*. Gary > 
nicht koscher", wie man don zu f= 


In fact, the right is using a law against democratic 
journalists that was intended to be used against nazis. 
Pfeifer thinks the implication is clear: “Every Austrian 
journalist will now think twice before he writes a critical 
article on these issues. This is exactly the intention of the 
current Austrian government; that no one in the world will 
talk or write about the situation that has developed here.” 

Something else that is endemic to Austria is the way the 
victim is turned into the criminal. In antisemitic attacks, 
the real victims are, by definition, the Jews. But when Pfeifer, 
as a democratic Austrian Jewish journalist, produced valid 
criticism of a fascist academic, it was turned against him 
with the claim that the culprit was not Pfeifenberger but the 
insolent Jew who dared to expose him. 

After losing to Zur Zeit in the Vienna regional court, 
Pfeifer decided to apply to the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg requesting it to intervene in the 
Austrian court decisions that upheld the claim that Pfeifer 
was morally responsible for Pfeifenberger’s death. Pfeifer’s 
lawyer has also urged the Austrian state prosecutor to 
bring the case before the Austrian Supreme Court. 

The judgment against Pfeifer has outraged sections of 
liberal opinion. “Justice Trieb’s ruling is a real scandal,” 
states Hans Rauscher, a senior commentator at the 
independent daily newspaper Der Standard: “A ruling that 
determines that Zur Zeit went to the limits of journalistic 
norms when it wrote that Pfeifer caused Pfeifenberger to 
commit suicide is very extreme, and it is quite extraordinary 
that a court rules that a journalist, in the course of his 
journalistic work, caused someone to commit suicide. 
| don’t believe that this ruling will stand the test of the 
European Human Rights tribunal.” 

Can the rulings against Pfeifer be taken as an example 
of what is happening in Austria under the current right-wing 
government? Rauscher believes this is undoubtedly the 
case. “Our hands are full of rulings of this sort,” he says, 
“In Austria a public debate is now under way about the 
right’s control of the legal system. We have a Justice 
Minister from the Freedom Party [Dieter Bohmdorfer], 
who in the past was Jorg Haider’s personal, very personal, 
attorney. And this is manifested all the time, especially 
in decisions about the appointment of state prosecutors 
and judges.” 

Recently, in the wake of an attack by Haider on the 
Constitutional Court — for its ruling that road signs in 
Slovene have to be erected in those parts of his Carinthian 
stronghold where the Slovene population reaches 10% — 
the head of the Green Party in Austria, Alexander van der 
Bellen, warned that the system of checks and balances in 
Austria was breaking down. 

His evaluation is spot on. 


Ein ates bémisches 
Rezept soll jetzt Abhilfe 


sanktionierte Vertreibung mit 
einer Brise Raub und Volker. 


Cartoon 
from 
Zur Zeit 





Translation: 1. “What an unholy state of affairs in the ‘Holy Land’. Not at all ‘kosher’ as they say over there.” 
2. “An old Bohemian recipe might help sort things out.” “Take an old approved expulsion, together with a bit of robbery 
and genocide ... “ 3. “... and everything is made holy and kosher!” 
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Right-wing populist 


tops Rotterdam poll | 


From Jeroen Bosch of Anti-Fascist 
Action in Utrecht 


ONE THIRD OF VOTERS opted for local right-wing 
populist parties in the Dutch municipal elections on 
6 March in preference to the traditional mainstream 
parties. The 57.7% turnout was the lowest ever in such 
elections and the votes for local protest parties for the 
first time outstripped those of the Christian Democrats 
(CDA), traditionally the biggest party in municipal 
ballots. 

In Rotterdam, Pim Fortuyn, the leading candidate of 
Leefbaar Rotterdam (liveable Rotterdam), saw his party 
emerge from nowhere to grab 17 seats on the city’s 45- 
seat council. If repeated in the May general election, 
such a vote would enable Fortuyn and his allies to win 
18 seats in the 150-seat Dutch parliament. 

In November, Leefbaar Nederland, a new conservative 
and populist party, voted by an overwhelming majority 
to adopt Fortuyn as its leading candidate in the general 
election. In an interview with the newspaper 
De Volkskrant on the weekend of 9 February, Fortuyn 
readily confirmed his widely known views on Islam, 
discrimination and migration. Calling for the abolition 
of Article 1 of the Dutch Constitution, which guarantees 
the equal treatment of all citizens of The Netherlands, 
he called Islam “a backward culture” and declared that 
no more refugees should be allowed into the country. 

His remarks were not greeted with the acclaim he 
expected. Jan Nagel, the chairman of LN, and some 
other important founders of the party were left reeling 
by the vehemence of Fortuyn’s comments and expelled 
him from the party. 

Fortuyn immediately launched his own party, Lijst- 
Fortuyn, to enable him to contest the general election. 
Leefbaar Rotterdam kept him as its leading candidate 
and smashed its way into the headlines. The various 
local Leefbaar parties are independent of the national 
organisation. 

In the weeks before the local elections, the leading 
candidates of the mainstream parties devoted much 
effort to strident shouting about “public security” and 
“foreigners” in a frantic bid to gain ground on Fortuyn. 
The CDA’s leading candidate even stated that a 
multiethnic society in The Netherlands was “not 
something to work for”. 

Conspiracy theories proliferated, including one 
claiming that Nagel deliberately engineered the split 
between Fortuyn and LN to ensure that LN was not seen 
as right-wing and to enable the LN and Fortuyn to 
mount attacks on the governing coalition from the left 
as well as the right. 

The extreme-right parties were massively 
overshadowed by Fortuyn and the local Leefbaar 
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parties. The fascist Dutch People’s Union (NVU) and the 
New National Party (NNP) fought seats in Amsterdam, 
Rotterdam, Arnhem, Leeuwarden, Landgraaf and 
Kerkrade but their campaigns never really got off the 
ground. 

The fascists failed miserably to distinguish themselves 
from the populists and displayed a welcome lack of 
self-confidence. They were strongly challenged by 
Anti-Fascist Action, whose activists systematically tore 
down their posters, distributed tens of thousands of 
anti-fascist (and anti-Fortuyn) leaflets and put 
advertisements in local newspapers, calling on people 
not to vote fascist. As a result, the NVU won no seats and 
the NNP was only able to take two seats in the 
Feijenoord district of Rotterdam. 

Leefbaar parties with clearly racist programmes or 
racists on their candidates’ lists won two seats in 
Amsterdam, six in Delft and three in Maastricht. 
In Kollum, where there were demonstrations against an 
asylum-seekers’ centre some years ago, the anti- 
foreigner VZ2000 party won three seats. 

The significance of the local elections is that they 
represent the first time in The Netherlands that a 
populist outfit has gained so much ground. Although 
Fortuyn is clearly different from fascist populists like 
Jorg Haider in Austria and Filip Dewinter in Belgium, 
he uses the same populist tactics and campaign themes 
as the Freedom Party and the Vlaams Blok. At the same 
time, he is not carrying any Nazi baggage and rejects any 
recruitment of fascists into his party. 

Nevertheless, his rabid anti-foreigner rhetoric and his 
hysterical Islamophobia make him an undoubted 
magnet for right-wing extremists and racist voters. 
People appear to like Fortuyn because he does not care 
about the postwar taboos of Dutch politics and 
challenges those in power. 

The coming months and the parliamentary election 
on 15 May will be a real test of the ability of anti-fascists 
to convince Dutch people that a vote for a populist, neo- 
liberal party with an anti-immigrant tinge will not, in 
any way, shape or form, solve any of their problems. 


Pim Fortuyn: 
heads largest 
party on 
Rotterdam 
«council 
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From the archives 





20 years ago 
April 1982 


Blacks bring 

civil law suit 
against KKK 

An attempt to win 

3 damages for five black 
women wounded in a Ku 
Klux Klan shooting attack, 
began in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee in February, 
with a civil law suit 
brought by the Center for 
Constitutional Rights and 
the National Association 
for the Advancement of 
Colored People. 

The case dates back 
to April 1980, when 
three Klansmen drove 
into a black district of 
Chattanooga after a Klan rally and cross burning. When they 
got to Ninth Street, they opened fire with two shotguns on a 
group of black women. Four were wounded by gunfire and a fifth 
by flying glass. 

Three men were arrested: local Klan ‘Imperial Wizard’ William 
Church, Marshall Thrash and Larry Payne. All were charged with 
assault with intent to commit murder. Thrash and Church 
confessed their part in the attack to police. 


A QUESTION FOR FLEET STREET: 
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Racist attacks still on the increase 
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Germany in 
UN Romani row 


Germany won itself yet 
more international 
opprobrium last month 
when, at a meeting of the 
United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in 
Geneva, it tried to block a 
resolution protecting 
Romani and Sinti people 
from discrimination. 

Despite a series of 
procedural manoeuvres to 
stop it, all other European 
Community states voted 
for the resolution, which 
called for “the abolition of 
all forms of discrimination 
against Romani people”. 

The German delegation argued fiercely against a passage in 
the resolution which called on all states to provide “security and 
well being for Romani people” on the grounds that this could 
“be interpreted in a material sense” and would mean that Romanis 
should be provided for out of the budget. 

In speeches that brought derisive laughter from other delegates, 
German representatives, who maintained constant contact with the 
Bonn government, defended their right “to deport people who stay 
in the country illegally”. 


Monsieur Le Pen, let us accompany you to the polling station 
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Why PAY £2.50 for Searchlight in the shops 
when you can save 20% by getting the 
magazine delivered direct to your address, 
saving you both time and money? 


WHITE RIOT 

“Charts how the group’s tactics moved from 
street fights to a campaign of letter bombs 
against celebrities and rivals [and] describes 
how the organisation collapsed into murderous 
feuding.” 


“Excellent... highly readable” 
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